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EADERS of the Times have learned 
the advantage of including the adver- 
tisements in their weekly reading of the 
paper. They trust the advertisements, and 
are guided by them in many purchases. Are 
you learning the value of this each week ? 




















“lt It Were Not So—” 


By Opal Leonore Gibbs 
John 14:2 


ITH capering feet and lusty shout 
The boy hies home when school is out; 
He thinks not how he will be fed, 
Except to know the meal is spread. 
Were there some hindering thing to know, 
His mother would have told him so. 


With heart too free to know how blest, 
All day he rollics with the rest, 

And never wonders if the night 

Could fail to bring a bed just right ; 
Nor dreams he that impoverishment 
Could ever make him less content. 


Life holds its changeful days, and one 
Sees grand disorder new begun ; 

But what cares he if home be moved 
From every scene so old and loved? 

’ Tis to another home they go, 

Else mother would have told him so. 


Me 
Orphans 


Orphans are bereft ones, and they need 
comforting. It is an impressive fact that 


when our Lord said to his disciples just © 


before his crucifixion and departure from 
this world, “I will not leave you comfort- 
less,” he told them, literally, “I will not 
leave you orphans.” The Greek word 
translated “comfortless” is orphanous, 
meaning “bereft,” and being the actual 
word from which the English “orphan” 
comes. “I will come to you,” the Lord 
continued, in blessed assurance that his dis- 
ciples should not be orphans or comfortless. 
And he has just said that he would pray 


the Father and “another Comforter” should 
be given, “that he may abide with you for 
ever.” The orphan is the fatherless or 
forsaken one. The tragedy of the blood 
atonement is that Christ the only begotten 
Son of God, bearing our sins and becoming 
our Substitute on the cross, had to be for- 
saken of God—for God cannot look upon 
sin. So there rang out “the orphaned cry 
on the cross,” “My God, my God, why hast 
thou forsaken me?” God forsook, and 
thereby orphaned, his only Son the sin- 
bearer in order that we, the deserving sin- 
ners, might not have to be forsaken of God 
for all eternity. Christ was left comfort- 
less on the cross in order that we might 
be comforted now and eternally. Only 
the One who was willing and able to be 
our Saviour by becoming an orphan could 
say to us, sinners saved by grace, “I will 
not leave you orphans.” 


=< 
“ Stedfast, Unmoveable” 


Tenacity of purpose and tenderness 
can live in the same heart. Both are 
good qualities, and when they are con- 
trolled by the grace of God one will not 
drive out the other. Robert Morrison, the 


af 


first Protestant missionary to Chira, had 
both to a remarkable degree. He had to 
be separated for long periods from his 
family, but he loved them passionately, and 
his homecomings were joyous occasions 
for the household. Marshall Broomhall 
in his biography of Morrison describes 
him in striking phrases. He writes that 
“with the tenacity of the Borderer he en- 
dured, fearing neither the face nor frown 
of man, undeterred by adversity, bereave- 
ment, or contempt. Like the sturdy oak 
of his native country [England] he weath- 
ered many a storm, standing alone, not 
unmoved, but unmovable when the call of 
duty demanded.” Was he not in this like 
Paul, and even the Lord Jesus himself? 
Paul did write, “None of these things move 
me,” but tears coursed over his weather- 
beaten cheeks more than once (Acts 20: 
19, 24, 31; 2 Cor. 2:4). The Lord Jesus 
“stedfastly set his face to go to Jerusa- 
lem,” but he was many times moved with 
compassion, he wept with Mary and Mar- 
tha and over Jerusalem, and, thanks be to 
God, he is touched today with the feeling of 
our infirmities. As we serve God amid 
the personal trials and world tumults of 
these days, a good watchword for us may 
well be, “Not unmoved, but unmovable.” 


~ In London Depths 


IR CHARLES BOOTH called South 
London “the largest area of unbroken 
poverty in the world.” It is also 

the most appallingly overcrowded, a socially 
submerged area with hardly a parallel, the 
submerged millions of India excepted. 
Those brave men who have had pity on 
the multitude and gone to South London’s 
relief are missionaries of the highest type 
and finest quality. Such a one is the 
Methodist minister, Walter Spencer, who 
describes in a thrilling little book, “The 
Glory of the Garret,” nineteen years of 
hard and fruitful battling with poverty and 
drunkenness and despair. 

It is not in the power of such men to 
carry through a root-and-branch reforma- 
tion here. The State alone can tear down 
these slums and kick back the beer shops, 
both of which are, as Mr. Spencer says, 
“a blot on our civilization and a blasphemy 
against Almighty God.” Meanwhile he and 
his grave visiting sisters are pouring in 
oil and wine, easing as far as possible the 
anxieties and sufferings of the martyrs of 





1 Published by the Epworth Press, London, 
Eng., 3 shillings, sixpence. May be ordered 
from the Times Book Service, 1721 Spring Gar- 
den St., Philadelphia. 


poverty. English Methodism has a noble 
record of city mission work. It has planted 
Central Halls in the forsaken places of 
London, Manchester, and Liverpool where 
the Gospel is preached to the poor, — 
“roofed open-airs,” as Hugh Price Hughes 
used to call them, little cities of refuge 
from the terrible homes and terrible “pubs.” 
“We poor people have no rocm for any- 
thing, not even to pray in,” said one woman 
in Mr. Spencer’s constituency. She lived 
with her husband and eight children in one 
room. 

The Central Hall helps such mothers in 
various ways. Monday afternoon each 
week two thousand gather in a women’s 
meeting where they get love, sympathy, 
and a chance to sing, together with a cup 
of tea and a practical talk from a patient 
Christian woman. The Girls’ Fellowships 
and Clubs in these mission centers are a 
great boon to their daughters. Here they 
find. help, music, social comradeship, in- 
struction in dressmaking, in first aid, and 
other things. The Bible Class provides 
the happiest hour of the week. The Fel- 
lowship often forms the choir at open-air 
meetings in.the streets. “Splendid girls, 
some of them, and wonderful workers 
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many of them become.” How hard for 
men and women to live straight lives 
against such odds! Yet thousands do. It 
is a shining tribute to the poor that Ber- 
mondsey and Bethnal Green have the low- 
est percentage of illegitimacy in London. 
And what a lesson of courage they teach 
us! Mr. Spencer tells of a woman living 
in a room with a piece of old carpet for 
a bed, a couple of boxes for chair and 
table, and a text on the wall reading, ““God- 
liness with contentment is great gain’! 
She explained that she was grateful for bare 
walls when so many walked London streets, 
at night, roomless. One of Mr. Spencer’s 
converts, Mildred, had served eighteen sen- 
tences of imprisonment before she was 
twenty-four. One evening she rushed into 
the women’s prayer meeting crying, “Save 
me!” The police took her away, but the 
women prayed for her salvation. When 
the sentence was up she stood one wintry 
morning at seven o'clock, shivering, out- 
side the prison gate. A poor sack maker, 
one of those praying women who had in- 
quired the day and hour of her discharge, 
led ker to her own bare room and cared 
for her until she was converted and put 
on her feet. She is now married and an 
honored church worker in a North Eng- 
land city. Such incidents help one to real- 
ize what the Corn Law Rhymer meant, 


Flowers of thy heart, O God, are they, 
Let them not pass, like weeds, away, 
Their heritage a sunless day. 


“TI could not bear to see my Saviour’s 
picture lying among old bottles and rags, 
neglected and uncared for, so I bought it 
for three pence and it now hangs in my 
room,” said one woman tied to a miserable, 
abusive drunkard. And a little girl of 
seven goes regularly to an ash heap, ex- 
plaining that she can there pick up withered 
flowers that have been thrown out. Talk 
of innate idealism! 

Well, the Central Hall takes such little 
girls out of the slums into the sunshine 
for at least a brief holiday, — thousands 
of them. It also sends the mothers down 
to the shining seas of Kent in strings of 
char-a-bancs. And these mothers sing in 
chorus, as they whirl along the road, 

Joy! joy! joy! With joy my heart is ringing! 
Joy! joy! joy! His love is known to me, 

My sins are all forgiven, 

I'm on my way to Heaven, 

My heart is bubbling over with joy! joy! joy! 

The phrase “more than conquerors” has 
been explained as applying to those who 
conquer through defeat! The Mission has 
a special Wednesday devotional evening 
when five hundred mothers come together 
to get hold of the deeper spiritual experi- 
ences. “More than once a ‘Wednesday 
mother’ comes through a hospital experi- 
ence singing a mission chorus such as “Let 
the beauty of Jesus be seen in me.” 

The great enemy of the poor is the drink 
shop. “The Trade has planted its enticing 
beer shops at almost every strategic point. 
It is imposed on the people. They have 
no choice. ‘We have no power to end it, 
and what is worse we have ‘to bring up 
our children under these conditions.’” Out 
of this impoverished region the brewers 
take almost five million dollars yearly, 
which is 6.65 per cent more than all the 
taxes levied in Bermondsey. Every sev- 
enth shop is a “pub,” and six times as much 
is spent for beer as for bread. 

Mr. Spencer tells of seeing a little child 
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of four tied to a rope to the railings of 
a public house Saturday night while the 
mother was within, drinking. And again, 
three children shivered outside. 

“Tell your mother to come out,” he said, 

“I dare not. I went in once, and she 
nearly killed me for letting in the cold.” 

That’s another kind of mother. Yet 
Mr. Spencer can say, “I can relate case 
after case to prove that long-standing 
drunkenness can be overcome by the grace 
of God. With-a great hope, salvation can 
be offered to the worst and lowest.” 

“Hello, Bill, come and ’ave a drink!” 

“I can’t. I’ve somebody with me.” 

“Fetch ’im in, too.” 

“He wouldn’t come. They call him Jesus 
Christ. He sticks to me, and I’m going to 
stick to him.” 

One of these terrible woman drunkards 
was so changed that she was called in 
the neighborhood “the walking Jesus.” 
“Nothing has such power to cleanse and 
deliver, to produce holiness and heroism 
as the cross,” says Mr. Spencer. “Reduce 
Christianity to ethics and its regenerating 
force is gone.” “Mick” was an early con- 
vert of Mr. Spencer’s who took seriously 
the admonition to “go home and tell thy 
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They were all in prison. As one by one 
their sentences expired he met them at the 
prison gates and told them of his new- 
found faith in Jesus Christ. He con- 
structed a wooden hut from old boards and 
fitted up a quaint meetinghouse to seat 
eighteen. There he invited his old mates. 
It was twice enlarged until it seated a 
hundred. On the door was nailed “Mick’s 
Mission Hall.” Many were converted there, 
probably more than in St. Paul’s! 

The tragedy of such work is that it 
takes money as well as devotion. Of the 
last the visiting sisters are the very incar- 
nation. Here is an entry in the diary of 
one of them. “Sunday evening. Called 
on Mrs. S. and found her dead on floor. 
With help of A. lifted body on bed and 
sent for doctor. Afterward arranged 
funeral and attended as only mourner.” 
But how to pay for the 3,000 Christmas 
parcels and 3,000 joints of meat distributed 
at Christmas time, for the 12,000 children 
entertained at Christmas parties, for the 
summer holidays, for the incessant calls 
for relief, for the tinavoidable overhead? 
Ingenuity does much. “The Used Clothing 
Room is a department of incalculable value 
in smartening up those who are looking 


























friends.” But his friends had no home. (Concluded on page 591) 
Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 
Cremation Times inquired further of the British Co- 


Is cremation of the body, instead of 
burial, right or wrong? Why 


The question was brought home to us 
when our mother was called Home. At 
first it was decided to cremate the body, 
principally with the thought of some day 
taking the “ashes” to the old home in the 
East and burying them in the family plot 
in the old cemetery. On finding out the 
process of cremation, from first to last, 
we immediately decided in favor of burial. 
Your reply should interest your many 
readers. Anyone who knows little or noth- 
ing about cremation should find out all 
about it before thinking of cremating the 
body of a loved one. Even from a human 
standpoint, without considering the relig- 
ious side of the question, it seems wrong. 
—A British Columbia reader. 

While it is not possible to point to any 
specific Scripture on this subject, many 
Christian people rightly shrink from delib- 
erately consigning the body of a loved one 
to destruction by fire; certainly it suggests 
pagan and heathen practice, rather than 
Christian. God can, of course, and he will, 
raise from the dead the bodies of believers 
that have been burned, or that may lie 
in the depths of the sea, or that have been 
“destroyed” in any way. But it seems 
infinitely better to consign to the earth 
the bodies of believers, to remain there 
subject to what we call the processes of 
nature until the glad and soon coming day 
of resurrection when the risen Lord comes 
again for his own. God said to our first 
human father Adam, when pronouncing 
upon him and the whole human race the 
necessary judgment of death as the con- 
sequence of sin, that he should labor on 
this earth “till thou return unto the ground; 
for out of it wast thou taken: for dust 
thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return” 
(Gen. 3: 19). 

The Editor of THE Sunpay ScHoo, 


lumbia reader as to what it was he had 
found out concerning cremation that re- 
sulted in his immediate decision in favor 
of burial. The reader replied in detail, 
and some of the facts are too unpleasant, 
even repellant, to be published here. The 
Editor referred the later ietter to the head 
of one of the best known firms of Funeral 
Directors in Philadelphia, personally 
known to the Times for many years, and 
the facts were substantially verified. The 
Funeral Directors’ letter added: 


Cremation does not seem to be gaining 
very rapidly in favor here. Last year our 
percentage was seven, which was a little 
higher than usual, due to the fact there is 
a general feeling that cremation is cheaper. 
I am informed that the percentage of cre- 
mations in the West is very much larger 
than ours in the East. 

What an unspeakable privilege to turn 
from the sadness and heart-break of death, 
which is “the last enemy that shall be de- 
stroyed,” to the glorious and sure victory 
over death won for us by our Lord Jesus 
Christ! ‘“And as we have borne the image 
of the earthy, we shall also bear the image 
of the heavenly. Now this I say, brethren, 
that flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God; neither doth corruption 
inherit incorruption. . . . For this corrup- 
tible must put on incorruption, and this 
mortal must put on immortality. So when 
this corruptible shall have put on incor- 
ruption, and this mortal shall have put on 
immortality, then shall be brought to pass 
the saying that is written, Death is swal- 
lowed up in victory. O death, where is 
thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 
The sting of death is sin; and the strength 
of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, 
which giveth us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 15: 49-57). 
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By James L. Kelso, D. 


A Visit to Houses Built in the Time ee the: Judges 


Seeing 3000-year-old ornaments, kitchen utensils, and tools of the farm and: shop 
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In camp at Beitin, Palestine, 
August 9. 


UST now the most interesting part of 

the Kyle Memorial Expedition is Area 

I, where we are working in the houses 

that date from the times of Joshua and 
the Judges. As we walk about on the 
floors of these ancient houses we find our- 
selves almost fifteen feet below the ground 
level of the fig orchard in which we are 
digging. 

Since we have begun excavating in this 
area we have uncovered, studied, and 
thrown away the houses that date from 
the following periods: (1) Byzantine 
days; (2) New Testament times; (3) the 
inter - Testament period; (4) post - exilic 
times; (5) the days of the divided mon- 
archy. Now from the period of the Judges 
we have house walls still standing to a 
height of three or four feet, and what a 
variety of architecture it is! 

An Age of Simple Living 

Some walls are a little over three feet 
wide and made of countless small stones 
neatly dovetailed together. The majority 
of the walls are of normal construction, 
which is two medium-sized stones in width. 
The finest type of construction in this 
period is something anticipatory of the 
“header-stretcher” form, which reached its 
best period in the days of Jeroboam II, 
when Amos was preaching against the sins 
of Bethel. The poorest type of wall found 
is the single stone, partition wall, where 
single courses of stone are piled one on 
top of another. One marvels that these 
walls ever stood in normal times, to say 
nothing of the times when the roof above 
them, which helped to hold them in place, 
collapsed under the burning by the, enemy 
at the capture of the city. 

Apparently the period of the Judges was 
an age of simple living, for the jars and 
pots and dishes of luxury are rarely found. 
From every house come only storage jars 
and cocking pots and serving bowls. This 
is in high contrast to the days of the king- 
dom, and especially the divided monarchy. 
Amos’ rebuke of Bethel’s luxury is re- 
flected in the remains of the city of his day, 
but this luxury was not yet there when 
Samuel was riding the circuit judgeship 
through Bethel. 

Two city-wide tragedies leave their 
stories in the débris about these old walls. 
About a foot of ashes in each instance tells 
the story of the city’s conquest and de- 
struction by fire. One of these destruc- 
tions, the earlier, is the work of Joshua. 
The other conqueror our study has not yet 
been able to identify. One thinks, of course, 
of the Philistines, because of their fortress 
at Michmash near by. But unfortunately 
for this view Philistine pottery is very, 
very rare at Bethel. 

The mention of Joshua’s conquest of 
Bethel at once calls up the episode of his 
capture of the neighboring city of Ai 
(Josh. 8), which lies some half hour’s 


“Via Air Mail” came this second ar- 
ticle from Dr. Kelso concerning the 
Kyle Memorial Excavation, which is 
now being conducted at Bethel, Pales- 
tine. Here is an interesting mingling 
of the past and Present: a description 
of h mill old, that was 
despatched by airplane, at least wher- 
ever possible, across six thousand miles 
of land and water. Dr. Kelso writes 
that he will soon have important news 
to send the Times, and this will be pub- 
lished in early issues. 











walk to the southeast of Bethel. By a 
strange coincidence this old city of Ai is 
also being excavated this summer. The 
work of this expedition is under the direc- 
tion of Madame Krause-Marquet. Up to 
date it shows a very fine culture before 
the days of Abraham. Shortly thereafter 
the city was destroyed and for a long time 
lay in ruins, Later on it was occupied 
in the Early Iron Period. They are now 
excavating this period in the lower city, 
seeking for evidence relative to Joshua’s 
conquest of the city. After this epoch 
Ai was again abandoned until the post- 
exilic period, 

In contrast with Ai’s checkered history 
Bethel shows an apparent continuous occu- 
pation, beginning about a couple of cen- 
turies before Abraham’s time and running 
throughout the period of Scripture. One 
major secret of Bethel’s continuous history 
is the copious spring at the southern edge 
of the city. Up to the present moment we 
have not found a single cistern in town — 
a brilliant tribute to the city’s natural water 
supply. Every pit discovered has turned 
out to be a silo for the storage of grain. 
The most interesting of these pits is built 
directly against the western city wall and 
dates from the period of the Judges. 


Sturdy City Walls 


A study of the walls of the city is one 
of the tasks now engaging our attention. 
In Area III we are engaged in excavating 
the western city wall. We have found the 
inside of this wall at a point where it 
makes an angle turn and where we can 
discover two different types of masonry, 
which probably represent two different re- 
constructions of the wall. The outer face 
of this city wall still lies under twelve 
feet of soil and rocks from which it must 
be extricated shortly. Thus it is impos- 
sible to tell the width of the city wall, 
although we know that the average width 
of a city wall in Palestine at this period 
was some twelve feet. 

Next week we begin the study of a re- 
constructed gateway which is standing ap- 
proximately three-fourths exposed above 
ground. It is on the north side of the city, 
and was doubtless the only gateway in that 
section of the wall. A small excavation 
made just outside this gateway and just 
inside of it will soon unravel the story of 
this structure and tell us whether it dates 


from Old Testament times or from the 
inter-Testament period. <A _ fifteen foot 
width of the original stones of the gate- 
way, the upper socket in which the gate 
turned, and the deep socket into which the 
bolt slid are all prophetic of other details 
to be found beneath the present paving 
level of the street, which runs through 
the gateway, or concealed by the stones 
of reconstruction masonry, which cover 
both the face and back of the old structure. 

We are all anxious to start this new 
“dig,” not only for the gateway itself, but 
also for the adjacent terrain—the wide 
street which leads southward from this 
gate, the field to the north where a dye 
vat from the days of Jeroboam lies exposed, 
and the field to the south where the orig- 
inal eastern city wall seems to be cropping 
out beneath a heterogeneous terrace wall 
which rises high above it. 


Valuable “ Débris ” 


And the ridge across the valley from 
this gateway continuously beckons us for 
study, for it was somewhere along this 
ridge that Abraham built his altar, and it 
was here also that Lot made his choice. 
But, enticing as is this field of study, we 
must for the present content ourselves with 
the excavations already under way and go 
back to watch the workmen who are clean- 
ing out the débris that fills the houses from 
the period of the Judges. Let us watch 
the objects they find. They will not be 
numerous, for they can only be such things 
as fire does not destroy and water does 
not dissolve. 

In this period of the Judges we find noth- 
ing of the finer jewelry of the days of the 
monarchy, which was in the houses imme- 
diately above these. Nothing of the luxury 
reflected in Isaiah 3: 16-23 is to be found 
here. Instead we find worked bone orna- 
ments and only occasionally a copper ring 
or ear pendant. Bone spatulas are now the 
common type instead of bronze ones. Cop- 
per needles are scarce, but bone needles 
are common, and a new delicately pointed 
bone awl appears along with them, The com- 
mon tools of the farm and shop are iron and 
the whetstones with which they are sharp- 
ened are also found. With many people, 
however, iron sickles are too expensive, 
and instead of them small flints are set 
into a wood or bone tool and used for reap- 
ing the grain. Other minor flint tools are 
also found. 

The kitchens contained different types 
of grinding stones for making flour, small 
cooking vessels, and large storage jars. 
Just this morning we found a small kitchen 
hearth at the end of a stone paved floor. 
The unburned charcoal of the fire was stilt 
there and fragments of goat bones were 
scattered about. Some one had been cook- 
ing a goat stew when the city was de- 
stroyed. 

The religion of Israel leaves almost no 
relic behind it in the houses, but whenever 


(Concluded on page 582) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 





q Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





By Ernest Gordon 














tics.—It is refreshing to learn from 

the Latin American Evangelist that 
the President of Costa Rica, Ricardo 
Jiminez, a notable figure in Latin-Amer- 
ican statesmanship, is a constant reader 
of the Bible. His conduct of affairs shows 
that the meaning of the Bible is not lost 
upon him. He has put through Agrarian 
legislation which is materially easing the 
condition of the people of Costa Rica. 
One of the most outstanding pieces of this 
legislation is that which prevents fore- 
closing of mortgages and makes accessible 
easy loans for the hard-pressed. When 
this was criticized on the ground that it 
would discourage debtors who were keep- 
ing up their payments, the President re- 
plied by quoting at length, and verse by 
verse, the parable of the eleventh hour 
laborers in Matthew 20. 

It is said that President Jiminez rarely 
makes a speech without quoting freely 
from the Bible. His example seems to 
be contagious, for after this last quotation 
various of the other Costa Ricans in pub- 
lic life added Scriptural references in the 
newspapers, and a Catholic monsignor sug- 
gested that the parable of the prodigal son 
might be used as a pendant to that of the 
eleventh hour laborers. So an atmosphere 
is being created that will make it a natural 
thing to buy and read Scripture. 


Tees Bible in Latin-American Poli- 


“If the Foundations Be Destroyed .. .” 
—Professor Nathaniel Micklem of Mans- 
field College, Oxford, a Congregationalist 
College, makes some refreshing comment 
in The British Weekly. He imsists that 
to question the Bible as the revealed Word 
of God is to jeopardize the whole foun- 
dation of the Christian religion; that the 
contention that “the assured results of Bib- 
lical scholarship” make the Bible value- 
less for thinking men is false. 

“Biblical scholars know well that the 
assured results of criticism are relatively 
few, and that most critical theories fall 
far short of demonstration. The Bible 
cannot be ‘read like other literature.’ It 
and it alone records the mighty acts of 
God in creation and redemption. 

“The Bible, not religious experience, 
what God has said, not what we have felt, 
is the rule of faith for Christians. The 
Word of God is not the religious outlook 
which may appeal to what, at any particu- 
lar moment, is supposed to be ‘the modern 
mind.’ The Christian faith is not defined 
by our experiences nor by our intellectual 
limitations but by the Scriptures. 

“A restatement of the Christian faith, 
therefore, is always a restatement of the 
Biblical revelation and it is nothing else. 
It cannot be a new creed. It can only be 
a formulation of the old creed. When the 
Holy Ghost (who is not our good impulses 
but the Living God Himself) calls us to 
restate the faith for our generation as 
best we can, it is the same Holy Ghost 
that led the Church in the early days to 


set forth the Nicene Creed, that led our 
fathers the Reformers to build their the- 
ology upon the Word of God. Theologians 
and preachers must test their doctrine not 
by what ‘the modern mind requires’ but 
by what the Scripture says. Christian 
theology is always Scriptural theology.” 


The Unitarian University.—Mr. Adams, 
ex-Secretary of the Navy, addressed the 


last Harvard Commencement on the need - 


of character. This he declared to be the 
world’s peculiar need. 

“Whaet are we doing here [at Harvard] 
for character?” he asked. “I would like 
to know —and nobody can tell me — what 
proportion of time and thought of the col- 
lege is devoted to the upbuilding of moral 
strength. Of course I know the difficulty. 
It may be hard to define what character 
is, and yet there is a central idea clear 
to all. 

“And how to teach it? No one knows 
exactly. And yet if the faculty devoted 





Awakened Students 





An outpouring of the Spirit on a 
company of fifty students last May 
began a revival at Trinity College, 
Dublin. ‘Both men and women 
were set on fire for souls. Almost 
every spare hour during that week- 
end and the next week in college 
was spent in dealing with students 
wanting to know the way to Christ 
and the secret of the Spirit-filled 
life. The worst character in the 
student body was converted; also 
prominent athletes, and the leading 
classical scholar of his year, and 
pagan medical men. The meetings 
for men students rose from 50 to 
120, some of the most irreligious 
attending. Three brothers, all liv- 
ing together in the same quarters, 
are now united in Christ. ‘‘ These 
wonderful experiences,” writes our 
informant, “have only deepened our 
conviction that revival is within the 
reach of any of us if the Holy 
Ghost can only get us sufficiently 
ablaze for souls.” 











themselves to that purpose with enthusiasm 
they would find a way. 

“And what shall we say when we ac- 
count to those men who founded our uni- 
versity years ago? Was their thought that 
character could not be taught, that the 
college would fail if it tried? Shall we say 
that civilization must drift on for all of 
us, even if it drifts to destruction?” 

This is interesting, that at Unitarian 
Harvard confession should be made that 


human nature lacks something without 
which we are bound for the rocks. Mr. 
Adams’ words’ are lame and futile ones. 
There is an answer to them. 

First, Harvard needs to repent. Its 
leading theologian wrote a book called 
“Jesus Christ and the Social Question,” 
which started the pulpits a generation ago 
on the sand road of “social Christianity.” 

Second, Harvard has got to recognize, 
as every other person and institution in 
the world, that except a man be born 
again he cannot see the Kingdom of God, 
that the old nature must be put off and a 
new nature in Christ formed. For over a 
century Harvard has denied this. The only 
character that has come out of the uni- 
versity is character that has been brought 
into it by boys with a Christian training, 
and this, too, has often been ruined there. 


Character is being made out of the 
most unpromising material at the High 
School for Boys of the Church Missionary 
Society at Srinagar, Kashmir. The story 
is told in a recent number of the Society’s 
report. About forty years ago the top 
class of the school was disturbed by the 
cries of a woman just below the window. 
The boys looking out saw a youth, wear- 
ing heavy clogs, kicking a woman who 
had fallen to the ground. “Oh,” said the 
schoolboys, “it is nothing. It is only Ram 
Chand.. He is kicking his mother.” Now 
every year, at all times and in all seasons, 
the sons and grandsons of that class are 
continually on the lookout to help women 
in trouble. In one year alone, during spare 
half-holiday afternoons, the boys took out 
over a thousand convalescent women for 
airings on the river in their school boats; 
and if these were not enough they hired 
boats out of their pocket money and some- 
times even clubbed together to give teas 
to these their guests. 

“Anyone who is acquainted with the pro- 
verbial meanness of the Kashmiri will re- 
alize that this is little short of a miracle. 
There is a Punjabi proverb that if you 
put a coin on the lips of a dead Kashmiri 
he will open his mouth. Yet these Kash- 
miri boys give up their money, their lei- 
sure, and their dignity (for a boatman’s 
job is considered one of the most menial) 
to provide enjoyment to a lot of stranger 
women. Compare that with,‘Oh, it is noth- 
ing! He is only kicking his mother,’ of 
forty years ago.” 

The writer adds that this change is 
not due to Western education. There is 
no such change of mentality in the young 
Kashmiris in state schools. It is due to 
no other thing than the new birth. 

It may be added that Mr. Tindale-Bis- 
coe, who built up this wonderful mission 
school in Srinagar, was converted to Christ 
under D. L. Moody’s preaching. 


An alleged letter from our Lord is be- 
ing circulated in Italy with the warning 
attached, “Whoever shall say that this 
letter is not the work of God will have 
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God’s curse on him and be put to con- 
fusion at the day of judgment. He who 
copies and reads it and circulates it shall 
never perish.” 

Among other things this letter says: 
“The drops of blood Jesus lost at the pas- 
sion were 28,430. Whoever recites every 
day the ‘Our Father’ seven times and the 
‘Hail Mary’ and ‘Gloria,’ — this for fifteen 
years, — completes the number of my drops 
of blood and will receive remission from 
all sins, liberation from purgatory, the 
status of a martyr, and reception by Jesus 
himself when he enters Heaven at death. 
Also salvation from drowning, from con- 
tagious diseases, the power of the law 
courts, etc.” 

A great festival has been held in Sar- 
zana in honor of a vial of Christ’s blood. 
Enormous crowds; saloons doing a roaring 
trade; drunkenness; cursing staggerers. 
In the cathedral the bishop preached from 
Revelation 7:14, “These are they which 
came out of great tribulation, and have 
washed their robes, and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb.” They could 
have forgiveness and cleansing through the 
blood and that blood was here. “Mother 
Church had decreed that all the sin of the 
past as well as that committed during the 
festival (and there was much of that) could 
be done away now, since God had commit- 
ter to her the sacred relic of the Precious 
Blood.” 

Crammed trains ran into Sarzana from 
all parts of Italy at greatly reduced fares, 
and an army of priests, nuns, friars, of- 
ficered by cardinals and archbishops, were 
present to stir the excited multitudes 
against the heretics in the mission of the 
near-by town of Spezia. For the whole 
thing was a demonstration against this 
mission. 


News of the Mania.—The Church of 
Hanover has established a Nazi theological 
graduate course, in which theological stu- 
dents from Goettingen and other faculties 
are to take training to fit them for the 
ministry in the Nazi age. At the opening 
of the first semester President Hahn said: 
“For the sake of the nation and the church 
it must be no longer possible for ministers 
to be uninformed or indifferent toward 
young Germans who are marching in brown 
shirts.” The curriculum embraces first, 
spiritual understanding of National Social- 
ist aims through a study of Hitler’s Mein 
Kampf; secondly, training in the regula- 
tions of a strict Nazi service; thirdly, prac- 
tical realization of national fellowship by 
visiting among the people of all callings 
and station. The thirty-three theologians 
were called at 6.45 A. M. for exercises, 
drill, and flag parade, and were formed into 
a Nazi troop under the leadership of Storm 
troops. 


The Christian restoration of Saint 
Sophia is of good omen for the lands that 
were flooded by Islam for centuries. On 
the great bronze door of the Constantinople 
church one can’ still read the words in 
Greek characters, “I am the Door of the 
Sheep.” Now the lovely mosaics in the 
narthex, or vestibule, have been uncovered, 
the plaster being removed which has con- 
cealed them for five centuries. Over the 
main entrance is a magnificent representa- 
tion of our Lord seated upon a throne set 
with emeralds, pearls, and enamels. His 
right hand is raised in blessing and in his 
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left he holds a book with the inscription, 
“Peace I leave with you. .. . I am the 
Light of the World.” It will take. some 
years to restore the other mosaics in the 
interior, This is Mohammed’s_ chief 
mosque, and these restorations are a strik- 
ing illustration of the drying up of the 
Mohammedan Euphrates. 


Brief Notes.—It is said that a monu- 
ment to Judas Iscariot has been raised 
on the Volga, near Kasan, Russia, a giant 
threatening Heaven with his fists; also 
that the speaker at its dedication related 
that the government long debated whether 
the monument should be to Lucifer, Cain, 
or Judas—the last being chosen because 
it was he who had betrayed Christ. .. . 
At the annual Spanish Book Fair in 
Madrid the British Bible Society was rep- 
resented by a stand in care of Senor 
Araujo, the Society’s representative in 
Spain. Seven members of the staff worked 
incessantly from morn till eve selling a 
record number of 34,708 ‘Scriptures, — 





Palestine Prosperity 





The great mercantile fairs of 
Europe now have their competitor 
in the annual Jewish fair held at 
Tel-Aviv, Palestine. To this come 
buyers from all over the Eastern 
Mediterranean country. This Lev- 
ant Fair of 1934 is the sixth of the 
series and has been held on great 
fair grounds outside the city with 
32 specially constructed buildings. 
Eight thousand hearers listened to 
the High Commissioner’s opening 
speech. Twenty-nine countries were 
represented, with the pavilions of 
830 firms. In the large Palestine 
Industries Building were exhibited 
Palestinian manufactories, most of 
which have been developed in the 
last ten years,—eucalyptus-wood 
furniture, clothing, leather, silk tex- 
tiles, woven and knitted goods, rope, 
fruit juices, confectioneries, canned 
goods, building materials, soap, 
cement, chemicals, and Hebrew 
books, the product of press and 
bindery. More than twice the num- 
ber of firms exhibited this year as 
compared with 1932, when the at- 
tendance was 285,000! 

Which makes one remember 
Voltaire’s cynical remark: Who 
would ever believe that God gave 
that little corner of the earth to the 
Jews for an everlasting possession!” 











double that of the year preceding. The 
Spanish Prime Minister and other mem- 
bers of the government opened the book fair 
and received Bibles from the Bible stand. 
... Dr. Deszo D. Foldes, a Jewish-Chris- 
tian lawyer in Hungary, has recently pub- 
lished a book with the title of ‘“Christ- 
Believing Jews.” This is described as 
displaying great reasoning powers, and as 
containing a beautiful testimony to the 
power of Christ to renew life and char- 
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acter. It is being sent to influential Hun- 
garian Jews. ... The growth of Christian 
membership in the Madras-Telugu dis- 
tricts (India) is encouraging. In 1891 this 
was 136,122; in 1901, 288,689; in ro11, 348,- 
604; in 1921, 455,766; in 1931, 693,692, — 
a steady and continuous advance. ... Mr. 
Robertson is distributing Scriptures 
among the Pathans of the northwest fron- 
tier of India. He says: “It is not an 
uncommon thing for a Pathan to be shot 
by his relatives on confessing Christ. 
Quite recently a young Pathan was forced 
to swallow prussic acid by a hostile crowd, 
when he attempted to preach the Word of 
God to them. . . . The American Tract 
Society has twenty-nine commissioned col- 
porteurs working in New York, New Jer- 
sey, Pennsylvania, and Massachusetts. 
Louis Fiore, working among the Italians 
of Greater Boston, has made a remarkable 
record. In connection with his other activ- 
ities he has developed a most successful 
mission in Franklin, Mass., where there 
are some thousands of Italians. . . . Ger- 
man Baptists are untroubled by Nazidom. 
When the matter was brought before Dr. 
Scheeffel, Secretary for Church Govern- 
ment, he said: “There is no intention 
whatever of bringing the free churches into 
the national church by force. It is the 
earnest wish of the national church to 
work together with the free churches on 
friendly terms.” So the four mission 
wagons of the German Baptist Union move 
about undisturbed in the villages. ... Eissa 
Bendak, editor of an Arab Christian 
paper published in Bethlehem, is in touch 
with Arabs and Germans in Berlin in a 
campaign against the Jewish settlers in 
Palestine. Mr. Bendak has organized a 
Fascist party in Bethlehem to war on the 
Jews. So is the Bethlehem message, “On 
earth peace, good will toward men,” cari- 
catured. . . . Dr. Hocking, speaking to 
ministers in the Queen’s College Theolog- 
ical Conference, Toronto, said: “The Lay- 
men’s Commission had sufficient knowledge 
of the work done on the New Testament 
to feel quite uncertain whether our Lord 
ever actually, uttered the precise words re- 
corded at the close of Matthew’s Gospel” 
(the Great Commission). . John 
Buchan, the King’s High Commissioner 
for Scotland, and otherwise distinguished 
as novelist, historian, and war correspond- 
ent, is son of the manse, his father having 
been a saintly Puritan minister of Presby- 
terianism. . . . Pastor Faivre prints a let- 
ter from a young woman lawyer in Paris 
courts who has been converted by reading 
the New Testainent with his explanatory 
notes. She writes: “I now am one of 
those sheep of whom the Saviour said, 
‘Neither shall any man pluck them out of 
my hand.’” A converted rabbi in Kansas 
City is preparing an Old Testament anno- 
tated for Jews, after the fashion of the 
Faivre New Testament.... The Bishop 
of Hesse has arranged for the reduction 
of instruction in the Old Testament in 
the religious course in the schools. So the 
children, when studying the New Testa- 
ment, will be without the introductory 
knowledge of Noah, Moses, the Flood, 
David, Isaiah. 


New Hampton, N. H. 
we 


CurisT1AN YoutH is the Times weekly 
paper for young people. 
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A Visit to Houses Built in the 
Time of the Judges 
(Concluded from page 579) 


an Israelite fell into idolatry then his false 
faith is identified by the plaques or stat- 
uettes of the Canaanite fertility goddess 
Ashtaroth. Four of these have already 
been found, and each represents a different 
type. One is a type previously unknown, 
but apparently of foreign importation. An- 
other is Egyptianized. We know that this 
goddess was taken to Egypt and from there 
returned to Palestine with certain modifica- 
tions of art design. A third seems to be 
part of a small figure in the full round. 
This also is unique and in no way related 
to the common Astarte figurine which is 
our fourth example. 

In Area II we have completed the study 
of the houses from both the Byzantine 
and the New Testament periods, and we 
are now working on the highly compli- 
cated occupation of the inter-Testament 
period when Greek influence was so strong 
in the city. Here we have fine houses and 
fine pottery in them. Even the kitchen dishes 
are thin ware and delicately made, and 
the serving dishes are beautiful pieces. 
The old open primitive lamp of the Jew- 
ish period had folded over and then later 
became the enclosed lamps so common in 
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New Testament times. The perfume jug- 
lets are tall, slender, and graceful and 
totally unlike those of any other period. 
Local wine jars abound, and some foreign 
ones also are found, for the island of 
Rhodes shipped wine into this city. The 
handles of these Rhodian jars contain the 
record of the producer and the time of the 
vintage. This Rhodian wine was doubt- 
less ordered by the garrison of the Syrian 
general Bacchides, who fortified Bethel. 
Numerous examples of the same type of 
Rhodian jar handle are found at Beth-Zur, 
a short distance south of Jerusalem, where 
the same general had an important citadel. 

From this same inter-Testament period 
comes a hid treasure— seven fine silver 
coins. They were concealed under a large 
stone in a house wall, but, of course, were 
quickly discovered when the workmen re- 
moved the stones of the wall. After a little 
cleaning .these coins look as good as new. 
One was minted by the Egyptian king 
Ptolemy IV, and two by Ptolemy V. The 
remainder bear the imprint of the Syrian 
king, Antiochus VII. 

By the time our next letter is written 
we hope to be able to give the detailed 
history of this inter-Testament period, for 
it is quite essential to a better understanding 
of New Testament times. 


(To be continued) 














Glimpses of the Alaska Tour 


Christian fellowship amid the wonders of nature enjoyed this summer by 
readers of the Times and other journals 


By Philip E. Howard 














OW that the Alaska tour is a vaca- 
N tion memory to some of us, what are 

we telling our friends about it as 
an experience of the past summer? 

First of all, that memorable tour needs 
the perspective of time as an aid to its 
interpretation. For it was so many experi- 
ences in succession that, viewed too closely, 
it loses some of its values. Looked upon 
from the time-distance of a few weeks, it 
takes on its true form and colors as a 
rare progressicn of episodes so rich in inci- 
dent, in scenic splendor, in enlarged hori- 
zons of observation, and in a _ continual 
Christian fellowship, that one wonders how 
so many blessings of such varied kind could 
be woven together in so short a time. 

The company of more than seventy-five 
was gathered, as a result of the announce- 
ments in the TrmeEs and several other re- 
ligious journals, to meet in Chicago as 
the rallying point, in the Palmer House, 
and thence to travel together by the Bur- 
lington, Great Northern, and Northern 
Pacific Railroads, and Alaska Steamship 
Company to Portland, Seattle, and Tacoma, 
and thence north a thousand miles on the 
Inside Passage, touching at many ports, 
as far as Skagway and Sitka, including 
the ride to Lake Bennett on the White 
Pass and Yukon Railroad. 

On the way west we visited Glacier 
National Park, a most majestic scenic ex- 
perience, as also Yellowstone National 
Park, with its numberless natural wonders 
of gushing geysers, bubbling basins, ter- 


races, and cones of multicolored travertine, 
and Old Faithful, spouting its steam and 
white water column a hundred and fifty 
feet in the air. 

We had a special train out of Chicago, 
— four Pullmans, a diner, and an observa- 
tion or club car; and morning or evening 
prayers in the’club car were the beginning 
of what proved to be a continuing Bible 
conference on train and steamship. How 
quickly we discovered the elements of true 
Christian fellowship in that company! This 
feature of the tour will doubtless linger 
in our minds as a mountain-top experience. 

We remember with gratitude the care 
with which the transportation authorities 
made the most detailed arrangements for 
the comfort of the party. Mr. H. V. Wii- 
mot of the Northern Pacific was our wel- 
come and highly efficient tour conductor 
across the continent to the Alaska steam- 
ship Northwestern at Tocoma; and upon 
our réturn he met us in the Yellowstone, 
and came as far as St. Paul,—Mr. 
Heuchan, head of the city ticket office in 
Seattle, having accompanied us from that 
beautiful city to and through the Yellow- 
stone, with valued service to us all. 

It is not practicable in this brief review 
of our journey to touch upon the experi- 
ences that we had in the many ports we 
visited. Captain Macdonald, of the North- 
western, was most accessible to the mem- 
bers of the party, patiently answering their 
questions and showing them. every courtesy. 
The table was excellent, the room service 
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willing and neat, and the days filled with 
refreshing fellowship as we moved north- 
ward through scenes that seemed incredible 
in the extent of their majestic impressive- 
ness. 

We visited missions at a number of 
ports, and held services where time per- 
mitted. We saw wonderful museums, as 
at Juneau; we visited many salmon can- 
neries, watching with interest the system 
for receiving, cleaning, canning, and cook- 
ing the fish by the thousand,—a great 
industry in itself; and we saw on the edge 
of the evenings the salmon net fishermen 
in their little boats, setting their nets, with 
a lighted lamp on a ffoat at the far end, 
twinkling cheerily along our course. We 
visited the summer camps of the so-called 
Indians (they are native Alaskans, of the 
Thlinget and other tribes) along the shore 
beside the cannery wharves, and saw some- 
thing of the needs of which the mission- 
aries told us. What missions have ac- 
complished in Alaska is so evident that the 
most stubborn doubter would surely be 
puzzled by the proofs before his eyes, on 
every hand. 

Our information about Alaskan life, and 
the mission enterprises there, past and pres- 
ent, was derived principally from the Rev. 
F, R. Falconer, a Presbyterian missionary 
from Craig and Klowock. The steamship 
company had asked him to accompany us, 
thus contributing to the interest and the 
fellowship of the voyage to a degree fully 
appreciated by the passengers. His talks 
in the Social Hall, his preparation for the 
services on shore, his ever-ready, and ap- 
parently never-too-weary response to num- 
berless questions proved him to be a brother 
beloved to all of us, and a mentor without 
whom our voyage would have meant much 
seeing without much understanding. 

We had the most beautiful weather im- 
aginable — singularly fine, the ship’s people 
said. Can we forget that Inside Passage, 
narrowing and widening, brimful to the 
steep and rocky and wooded shores with 
swift tides and deep currents, between tow- 
ering sun-smitten rock summits, with what 
Lowell called the “tattered ermine” of their 
snow-mantles flung across jutting shoul- 
ders? We shall not forget the sunsets, 
—one, for example, in which the sun was 
hidden behind a gold and purple fabric of 
woven evening cloud, against which great 
peaks reared their dark crests in serried 
ranks across a western sweep of the Pas- 
sage, over the silvery waters in the wake 
of the ship. Oh, yes, many of us have 
witnessed wonderful scenery on the sur- 
face of this old earth, but none of us on 
the Northwestern had ever seen a thousand 
miles of quiet sea, in the heart of mountain 
ranges and with great glaciers —we 
steamed close to the very face of the Taku 
Glacier — grinding their icy way down 
through vast gorges in titanic terrain on 
either hand of us. 

As we headed for Sitka we became fog- 
bound, and we were in that fog for a day 
and a right, most of the time just outside 
the Passage, on the open Pacific. At 
prayers we asked most earnestly and 
unitedly that the fog might be lifted, for 
we could not enter Sitka harbor until that 
should occur. It did lift; it was lifted a 
few hours later. We entered that difficult 


harbor in fine weather, and we knew Whom 
to thank for that release. 


(Concluded on page 591) 
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LESSON 14. SEPTEMBER 30. REVIEW: GOD IN HEBREW HISTORY 


International Uniform Lesson 


| Golden Text.—Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom.— Psa. 145: 13 














The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


HE Bible is not a history book. It 
| is the history of the Redemption 
of a lost world through God our 
Saviour. The Old Testament is not pri- 
marily a history of Israel. It is a record 
of God’s revelation of himself as Saviour 
and Lord, and of God’s saving activ- 
ities. The Jews recognized this when they 
called Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and Kings, 
not historical books, but “the former 
prophets,” and Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, 
and the Twelve, “the later prophets.” God 
is in all history, as well as in Hebrew 
history: But there are two vital differ- 
ences in the history of Israel: 1. Salvation 
is of the Jews, and all their historical 
doings were in preparation for the com- 
ing of Messiah; they are the chosen peo- 
ple and the destiny of all other nations 
is connected with God’s dealing with Is- 
rael. 2. We have an inspired record of 
God’s dealings with Israel, and God’s own 
interpretation of the events. No history 
can be understood apart from God and 
his revelation in the Old and New Tes- 
taments. One of the tragedies of modern 
education, therefore, is the separation of 
“secular” from “sacred” history, and the 
practical elimination of God and his rey- 
elation from all our history books. The 
same God that was in these events we 
have studied in Hebrew history is con- 
trolling the history of the nations today, 
in exact accordance with the principles re- 
vealed in these lessons. 


The Historical Setting 

Our lessons extend from the .division 
of the kingdom under Rehoboam and Jero- 
boam, about 975 B. C., to the reign of 
Hezekiah; in the sixth year of his reign 
came the captivity of the ten tribes, 722 
B. C., after a history of about 253 years. 
The great defeat of Sennacherib occur- 
red in 7or B. C. We have reckoned the 
close of Hezekiah’s reign at 608 B. C. 


Sentence Summaries of the Lessons 

1. Jeroboam, forever notorious as the 
king who “made Israel to sin,” received 
Ahijah’s prophecy concerning the divided 
kingdom, but gave no heed to the warn- 
ing and promise of God’s prophet. Reho- 
boam, whose pride and folly cost him a 
kingdom, failed to lead Judah in the ways 
of God, yet he was but following the folly 
of. earth’s wisest man, his father Solo- 
mon. 


2. Asa relies on God —result: a mighty, 
supernatural victory over the huge host 
of Ethiopia; Asa relies on Syria — result: 
rebuke from God’s prophet Azariah, and 
wars and spiritual backsliding. 

3. The climax of idolatry and evil un- 
der Ahab, is met by the lightning-like 
appearing of Elijah, and God is revealed 


Lesson Calendar 


for the Third Quarter 


1. July 1.—Ahijah and the Divided King- 
GOR: .cdivacevvccesy 1 Kings 11: 26 to 14: 31 
Golden Text: Proverbs 16: 18 
2. July 8.—Asa Relies on God. 
2 Chronicles 14 to 16 
Golden Text: Hebrews 13:6 
3- July 15.—God Cares for Elijah. 
1 Kings 17 : 1-24; 19: 1-8 
Golden Text: Matthew 6: 32 
4. July 22.—Elijah Hears God’s Voice. 
1 Kings 19 : 9-21 
Golden Text: 1 Samuel 3:9 
5. July 29.—Micaiah Speaks the Truth. 
: 1 Kings 22 
Golden Text: 1 Kings 22: 14 
. August 5.—Elisha Helps the Needy. 
2 Kings 4: 1-44 
Golden Text: Matthew 25 : 40 
7. August 12.—Amos Pleads for Justice. 
Amos 5 and 7 
Golden Text: Romans 13: 10 
8. August 19—Amos Denounces Self-In- 
dulgence (Temperance Lesson). 
Amos 6: 1-7, 11-14 
Golden Text: Amos 5: 14 
9. August 26—Hosea reaches God’s 
ET ee eer Hosea 6, 11, 14 
Golden Text: John 3: 16 
10. September 2.—Micah Champions the 
Oppressed ..Micah 2 to 4, and 6:1 to 7:6, 
Golden Text:. Micah 6:8 
11. September 9.—Hezekiah Leads His Peo- 
ple Back to God ........ 2 Chronicles 30 
Golden Text: 2 Chronicles 30 : 9c 
12. September 16.—Isaiah Contrasts False 
and True Worship .......... Isaiah 1 : 1-31 
Golden Text: Psalm 24:3, 4 
13. September 23.—Isaiah Counsels Rulers. 
Isaiah 7, 31, 36, and 37 
Golden Text: Isaiah 26:3 
14, September 30.—Review: God in Hebrew 
History. 
Golden Text: Psalm 145 : 13 
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as the God of terrible judgment, yet also 
the God of tender care, watching over 
his prophet when he is living in prayer, 
in obedience, in faith—and in discourage- 
ment, 

4. The Lord spoke to Elijah in fire 
on Mt. Carmel, in the still small voice 
on Mt. Sinai, in his well-beloved Son on 
the Mt. of Transfiguration; the Lord God 
of Elijah is the God of new beginnings, 
of full provision, of answered prayer, of 
judgment and salvation, of the still small 
voice, of endless life. 

5. Truth and falsehood, God and Satan, 
were set in vivid contrast as Micaiah stood 
against the four hundred hireling, man- 
serving prophets, against apostate Ahab 
and compromising Jehoshaphat; to be true 
to God today also means separation from 
worldly living and from the Satanic doc- 
trines of Modernism. 


6. Elisha, the man of heavenly visions, 
was also a man of the people, serving the 
poor and lowly with miracles of mercy, 
like the multiplying of the widow’s oil; 
and in all this he foreshadowed the Son 
of God, who walked in lowly service as 
the Son of man. 


7. Under powerful Jeroboam II, Israel 
responded to God’s blessings of prosper- 
ity by injustice, corruption, oppression of 


the poor, combined with a religiousness 
that God hated; the burning words of God 
through Amos to let justice and righteous- 
ness roll down as a. mighty river were 
a warning of judgment, but even more a 
plea to repent and accept mercy, 


8. The famous “woe” of Améds, “Woe 
to them that are at ease in Zion,” is a 
stern rebuke of self-indulgence and cruel 
indifference that applies even more to our 
day than to his; a greater than Amos calls 
on us professing Christians to be good 
soldiers, separated from worldliness — that 
is, to live as He himself did. 


9. God revealed through Hosea’s life 
experience, and through his prophetic 
message, the love of John 3: 16, —a plead- 
ing, yearning love for a backsliding and 
faithless people, but also a redeeming love 
and therefore a triumphant love — pur- 
chased at the awful price of the Cross. 


10. To a nation sunk deep in wicked- 
ness, dishonesty, untruthfulness, and op- 
pression, and also in religiousness, came 
Micah’s clarion call to do justly, to love 
mercy, and to walk humbly with God; 
this glorious text has been robbed of its 
convicting power by the Modernists who 
substitute it for the Gospel, and by some 
Fundamentalists who separate it from the 
Gospel. 

11. Israel’s economic problem, _ like 
America’s, was at root a spiritual prob- 
lem, when Hezekiah led the people in 
the fourth and greatest revival since the 
division of the kingdom; after revival 
came relief; Hezekiah called the people 
to the Passover blood—not a new deal 
for the people, but a new zeal for God. 

12. What Amos, Hosea, Micah told 
Israel reaches new eloquence and power 
in Isaiah, as Israel’s sins come to a cul- 
mination in the captivity, and as Judah 
persists in her evil ways; false worship 
is vividly portrayed in its failure to recog- 
nize that God is Spirit and that he is holy; 
the call to repentance and to acceptance 
of the offer of salvation reaches new depths 
of tender reasoning and pleading. 


13. When world-conquering Assyria was 
coming down on little Judah “like a wolf 
on the fold,” and Judah’s. practical poli- 
ticians were turning to Egypt for help, 
Isaiah’s “mighty faith’ saw God’s deliv- 
erance and looked to him alone; and God 
did the impossible. Rulers, take heed, as 
Hezekiah did, and put God first. 


Lesson Outlines and Review Plans 
PropHETS AND KINGS 


1. Prophets of Action: Ahijah, Aza- 
riah, Elijah, Micaiah, Elisha, Jeroboam 
to Jehoash, 12 kings of Israel; Rehoboam 
to Amaziah; 9 kings of Judah; lessons 
I to 6. 

2. Writing Prophets: Amos, Hosea, 
Micah, Isaiah; Jeroboam II to Hoshea, 
7 kings of Israel; Uzziah to Hezekiah, 
4 kings of Judah; lessons 7 to 13. 
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Gop’s REDEMPTION PRoGRAM 
1. Sin and judgment of Israel. 
2. Sin and judgment of the nations. 


3. Repentance and restoration of Is- 
rael. 


4. Repentance and restoration of the 
nations. 


StuDYING THE PROPHETS 
1. Their historical setting. 
2. Their ethical teaching. 
3. Their predictions of the future. 


THE THREEFOLD MESSAGE 
See Special Topics. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


God’s Kingdom and the Restoration of 
Israel. The prophets we have been study- 
ing, and all the prophets, plainly predict 
the restoration of Israel and a time of 
great blessing upon God’s forgiven people 
(Hos. 14:1-9; Amos 9:9-15; Micah 7: 
7-20; Isa. 1: 24-27). How are these proph- 
ecies to be fulfilled? There are two wide- 
spread mistakes in present-day teaching 
concerning the restoration of Israel. One 
ts that the promises of blessing have noth- 
ing to do with Israel as a nation, but are 
all fulfilled in the Church. There are at 
least seventeen million reasons against ~his 
view, for there are today seventeen rnil- 
lion Jews (descended from all twelve trit2s) 
scattered among the nations—a _ miracle 
of prophecy and a mystery of history. 
Paul tells us plainly that the prophecies 
of final restoration are yet future, and 
that all Israel (Israel as a nation) will 
be saved when the fullness of the Gentiles 
has come in (Rom, 11: 11-15, 25-32). This 
will take place at the second coming of 
our Lord, when they will look on him 
whom they have pierced and will mourn 
(Rev. 1:7), as the brethren of Joseph 
did (an indication that Israel will not be 
converted before Christ returns). 

The other mistake, held by many who 
desire to refute the first error, is to teach 
that the promises of blessing have noth- 
ing to do with the Church, but are all to 
be fulfilled for Israel as a@ nation after 
Christ comes; the Church, according to 
this view, does not appear in prophecy 
and has no connection with Israel. This 
is to overlook the fact that, while Israel 
as a whole rejected Christ, a remnant of 
Israel accepted, and it was upon this rem- 
nant, so to speak, that the Church was 
built — the Gentiles, who were aliens from 
the commonwealth of Israel, being made fel- 
low heirs with Israel (Eph. 2: 11-13; 
Rom. 9:6; 11:5, 6). Many of the proph- 
ecies of the Old Testament have a fulfill- 
ment in the Church, like the New Cove- 
nant, while a further fulfillment of the 
prophecy awaits the return of Christ and 
the restoration of Israel as a nation (Jer. 
31: 31-40). 

The Threefold Message. In every les- 
son we may study three things: 1. The 
personal dealing of God with the people, 
as they were and where they were. He 
was seeking their eternal salvation, and 
the fullest measure of blessing they could 
have in life on earth, 2. The place in 
the plan of redemption. Every event was 
being ruled by God or overruled by God 
for the preservatior of his. people and the 
bringing in of Messiah. 3. Types and fore- 
shadowings of the spiritual realities to 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from = 

Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


Fourth Quarter 
1. October 7.—Fellowship with Christ. 
John 15 
2. October 14.—The Christian and His 
WWE: <6 dknedctecsstauskeciced Acts 8 : 26-39 


) 


. October 21.—The Christian at Prayer. 
Matthew 6: 5-15; Ephesians 3 : 14-21 
. October 28.—The Christian’s Standard 
of Life (International Temperance 
Sunday) ...... Ephesians 4:17 to 5:2! 
. November 4.—Christian Growth. 
Luke 2 : 42-52; 2 Peter 1: 5-8 
November 11.—The Christian Citizen 
(Armistice Day) ...... Galatians 5 : 13-26 
7. November 18.—The Christian as 
Church Member. 
Matthew 5 : 13-16; Acts 2 : 41-47 
8. November 25.—The Christian Steward. 
Matthew 25 : 14-30 
9. December 2.—The Christian as Witness. 
1 Thessalonians 1 : 1-10 
10. December 9.—The Christian as Teacher. 
Matthew 7 : 24-29; Acts 18 : 24-28 
11, December 16.—The Christian and the 
Lord’s Supper ....1 Corinthians 11 : 23-34 
12, December 23.—The Christian Home 
(Christmas Lesson). 
Luke 2: 8-19; Ephesians 6: 1-4 
13. December 30.—Tests of a Christian. 
1 John 5: 1-12 
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come, Every true prophet, priest, and king 
was a type of him who was to be Judge, 
Lawgiver, and King (Isa. 33: 22). 

Law and Grace, Old Testament and New. 
Dr. H. Clay Trumbull once wrote a not- 
able editorial entitled “Love in the Old 
Testament — Law in the New,” pointing 
out the often overlooked truth that the 
Old Testament is full of love and grace, 
and the New Testament is full of law and 
judgment. There is no difference in God’s 
message, and his plan has always been 
salvation by grace through faith, though 
Israel made the same mistake that some 
Christian interpreters are making today, 
that God expected Israel to try to get 
saved by keeping the law (Rom. 9: 30- 
33). We are under grace because we are 
delivered from all condemnation of the 
law. The law instructs us as to God’s 
standard, and by his Spirit we are enabled 
to keep that law, not as a means of sal- 
vation, but as evidence that we are saved. 

Other Special Topics. Fulfilled and Un- 
fulfilled Prophecies. Christ in the Prophets. 
Present-Day Applications of the History 
and Prophecy. Comparison between Ju- 
dah and Israel. ; 


Practical and Personal Applications 


God’s people are to live a separated life. 
Israel’s great sin was copying the heathen 
nations in idolatry and in worldliness, and 
in all the sins that go with the forsak- 
ing of the true God. Christians today must 
separate from the world and its doings. 


God’s people must study the ethical 
standards of Christ, and take them as a 
guide for conduct. Beware lest a false 
view of grace lead to license. 

God’s people are called to live a life 
of prayer and faith, The prophets pressed 
this message on Israel, and the eleventh 
chapter of Hebrews bears witness to it. 

Among other great messages stressed 
by the prophets may be mentioned: 

Care for the poor and needy. And 
thus minister to Christ. 
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Worship God in spirit and in truth. God 
delights in such worship, and he abhors 
any other kind. 


Work for a national revival. Judgment 
and revival both begin with the people of 
God. But we must pray for righteousness 
in our nation, and for a turning back to 
God. 


Trust God to supply every need, Espe- 
cially in times of great adversity. 


Work for unity in the Body of Christ. 
Separation from the world should mean 
closer union with all God’s true people. 


Repent and return to God. He must 
punish sin, but his yearning love reaches 
out for the returning backslider. 


The Heart of the Lessons 


The sin and failure of man, and the 
love and grace of God, continually run 
in and out of the story of Israel — and 
of the story of the human race. In every 
generation man would ruin himself com- 
pletely by his sin, were it not for the 
persistent love and grace of God. But 
grace does not mean tolerating sin. And 
so the pages of the Old Testament are 
full of the severity of God’s judgments. 
But they are full also of the lovingkind- 
ness and forgiving grace of God (read 
Psalm 145). Where Israel’s sin abounded, 
God’s grace abounded more exceedingly. 
Sin and judgment, repentance and mercy, 
is the message of the history .and of the 
prophets. When Israel and Judah failed 
there was always a remnant—by God’s 
grace —and using this remnant God made 
a new beginning, until the final Remn=nt 
came, the one Man, Christ Jesus, who 
was the secret of all the grace and the 
basis of all the mercy shown to Israel. 
His Kingdom is indeed an everlasting 
Kingdom, and it will yet be established 
on earth, exceeding in glory every picture 
of the Kingdom given in the prophets. 
Let us often speak of the glory of his 
Kingdom, and talk of his power (Psa. 
145: 11). 

Cotumsra, S. C. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff, — Mr. McQuilkin, 
Mrs. Askew, and Mr. Smith. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to 
different members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers 
as given on a later page of this issue? 


W HAT period of Hebrew history includes 
the leaders from Ahijah to Isaiah? 


2. Summarize in a proverb the messages 
of the prophets to the kingdoms of Israel and 
Judah. 


3. In the Lord’s gracious wooing of Israel, 
in spite of Israel’s wickedness and backslid- 
ing, quote the key verse of his marvelous 
grace, as given by Isaiah 

4. Can you name the nine prophets who 
appear in these lessons? Name one promi- 
nent false prophet. Name the seven other 
prominent characters mentioned in the lesson 
text. 


Can you quote from memory one notable 
ialis from the chapters we have studied in 
each of the four prophets: Amos, Hosea, 
Micah, and Isaiah? 

6. What was one of the worst things that 
ever happened to Judah, which was brought 
about by one of the best kings Judah ever 
had ? 

7. What new thing in the history of Israel 
came in the ministry of Elijah and Elisha, 
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Lesson for September 30 


which had not been prominent since the days 
of Moses and Joshua? What crisis in the 
history of Israel was the occasion of this 
new thing \ 

8. Who was the worst king of Judah among 
those we have studied, and who was the best 
king? How many kings of Israel were evil? 
Who was the worst, and who was spoken 
of as least evil? 

9. Name several things that indicate that 
God was in Hebrew history in a very special 
way. 

10. What were several notable differences 
between the history of Judah and the history 
of the Ten Tribes? 





Answers to the Questions 
The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page 588 of this issue. 


ye 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet_explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the day 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of iilustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to ten the total for any one lesson. 

What Is Eternity?—Thy kingdom is an 
everlasting kingdom (Golden Text). What 
is eternity? was a question once asked at 
the deaf and dumb institution at Paris. A 
beautiful and striking answer was given 
by one of the pupils, “The lifetime of the 
Almighty.”—From “5000 Best Modern II- 
lustrations.” Sent by L. G. James, Toronto. 


440 Translations Not Enough.—Thy 
kingdom is an everlasting kingdom (Golden 
Text) At the annual meeting of the Bible 
Society, the late Mr. Dan Crawford said: 
“We have a Bantu proverb that says, ‘You 
can count the number of apples on a tree, 
but you cannot count the number of trees 
in one apple.’ I was working at a difficult 
translation, and the Devil came tg me and 
said, ‘Drop it; it is not translatable.” I 
thought a while, and then went back to 
it, and my Bible opened at Daniel 7: 14, 
‘And there was given him ... that all... 
languages should serve him.’ We have 
440 translations. That is not enough. I 
went on, and succeeded.” Men of every 
language and tribe shall come from the 
east and from the west, and from the north, 
and from the south, and shall sit down in 
the kingdom of God.—Selected. Sent hy 
Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


The Crown Remains.—Thy kingdom is 
an everlasting kingdom (Golden Text). 
One who was at Delhi on the evening of 
the day on which Queen Victoria was pro- 
claimed Empress of India said: “I remem- 
ber witnessing and feeling the strange sense 
of awe that came over the concourse of 
spectators, European and native alike, when 
we saw the Queen’s likeness and then the 
Prince of Wales’, which had been won- 
derfully represented in a set of fireworks, 
gradually fade away and pass into dark- 
ness. But—dand this it was that touched 
us all—the Crown remained in all its 
glory. The picture was meant to illus- 
trate the permanence of the Empire. When 
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both Queen and Prince are gone, the 
Crown remains.” When all earthly king- 
doms shall have had their day, God’s King- 
dom will continue—From Expositor’s 
Minister’s Annual. Sent by William S. 
Bowden, Claiborne, Ohio; and Emily Mc- 
Farland, Newark, Ohio. 


Better than “(Happy New Year.”—Thy 
kingdom is an everlasting kingdom (Golden 
Text). “Gentlemen,” exclaims old Rabbi 


* Duncan to his students as he dismisses them 


at the end of the year’s work, “many will 
be wishing you a Happy New Year. Your 
old tutor wishes you a happy Eternity!” 
—From “A Bunch of Everlastings,” by F. 
W. Boreham. Sent by Emma C. Fisk, 
Boonville, N. Y. Prize illustration, 


Angels Still Serve.—Who through faith 

. . stopped the mouths of lions (Heb. 11: 
33). It was a tragic night in a Chinese 
city. The bandits had come, and dangers 
surrounded the mission compound which 
sheltered some hundreds of women and 
children. On the previous night the mis- 
sionary, Miss Monsen, had been laid low 
with a very bad attack of malaria, and 
now the tempter harassed her with ques- 
tions such as: What will you do when 
the looters come here? When firing be- 
gins on this compound, what about those 
promises you have been trusting? Miss 
Monsen turned to the great Conqueror of 
the hosts of darkness. “Lord, I have been 
teaching these people all these years that 
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thy promises are true, and if they fail 
now, my mouth shall be forever closed; I 
must go home.” All that next night she 
was up among the frightened refugees, en- 
couraging them to pray and trust God to 
deliver them. Awful things were happen- 
ing all around, but the mission compound 
was untouched. In the morning people 
from three different neighboring families 
asked, “Who were those four people, three 
sitting and one standing, quietly watching 
from the top of your house all night long?” 
When told that no one was on the house- 
top, they refused to believe it, saying, ‘““We 
saw them with our own eyes!” They 
were told that God still has his angel 
guards to protect his children in their hour 
of need.—From Light and Life Evangel. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, Carthage, S. D. 


The Busy Men's Review 
By William H. Ridgway 


Lesson 1.—Ahijah and the Divided 
Kingdom (1 Kings 11:26 to 14: 31). For 
grandfather’s sake. Many a fellow who 
has passed up gran’dad’s religion is running 
under gran’dad’s initiai push. Mebbee 
you’re one! When there is any forsaking 
going on you can rest assured God is not 
the forsaker. Man lets go of God, and it 
is not God who lets go of man. The wise 
parents will do all they can to tie the chil- 
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ieveth on him, shall receive remission.of sins” 








Many of Dr. Pace's choicest cartoons have been published in poster form. Fifty-two of these, 
with a display frame, may be had for $7. A number are also available in tract form. Orders 
should be sent to the Gospel Truth Poster Service, 100'4 East Main Street, Van Wert, Ohio. 
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dren up to Heaven. Walking in God’s 
ways is the way to the “sure house.” 


Lesson 2.—Asa Relies on God (2 Chron. 
14 to 16). This was a lesson of the ob- 
vious. The Lord will be with you while 
ye be with him. But there is a fine sense 
in having the Lord “with” you that was 
illustrated in father’s friend Joseph Pen- 
nock. Nations (and folks) can be “vexed” 
with adversity when they turn the back on 
God and fail to obey. : 


Lesson 3—God Cares for Elijah (1 
Kings 17: 1-24; 19:1-8). One of the 
hardest places at which to sit in life is by 
the side of a dwindling “brook.” Unless 
one is tied to Heaven the experience is 
often maddening and leads to suicide. God 
has the “ravens” to look after his children. 
God also has his angels to take care of his 
children from babyhood unto the tomb. 
The Lord Jesus had them from Bethlehem 
to Gethsemane, and by the same token so 
do all those who are his. 


Lesson 4.—Elijah Hears God’s Voice 
(1 Kings 19:9-21). The most powerful 
things in the world are not the great 
“noises” like catastrophies. The small im- 
material thing like the telephone, sewing 
machine, the radio, and other “ideas,” the 
adjusting of a screw, the finding of a tube, 
the putting a shuttle through a threaded 
needle, and so on. God always has had 
some of his own “stickin’ ’round,” and Eli- 
jah would have had 7,000 at his back had 
he been able to stand still and not run 
away. 


Lesson 5.—Micaiah Speaks the Truth 
(1 Kings 22). This was a lesson of fools, 
as it turned out. We noted how medieval 
kings, and later, got their guidance from 
the court jester as Bible kings got theirs 
from “prophets,” and we wound up with 
the atheistic professors and their duped 
students whom the Book calls “fools.” 


Lesson 6.—Elisha Helps the Needy (2 
Kings 4: 1-44). We got into God’s great 
out-of-doors in this lesson, you may re- 
member, Out into the green Brandywine 
meadows, where the gilt edge, “dollar a 
pound the year around” butter is produced 
from rich pastures. We found our God 
was an abundant provider, “above all that 
we ask or think.” Even the providing of 
good places in life if there are “vessels” 
to hold the opportunity when God sends 
it along. 


Lesson 7.—Amos Pleads for Justice 
(Amos 5 and 7). The world is unchanging. 
In the far ancient day “fools seem to have 
built houses for wise men to live in” and 
that is what seems to be done here in 
America in these later days. “Shirt sleeves 
to shirt sleeves in two generations.” But 
those who walk with God have an endur- 
ing habitation. Good goes up. Evil goes 
down, But when evil drags down, God’s 
mercy is greater than God’s justice, ac- 
cording to Farmer Amos. 


Lesson 8—Amos Denounces Self-Indul- 
gence (Temperance Lesson) (Amos 6: 1-7, 
11-14). In this lesson we learn that de- 
cadent Israel had its fast fashionable set 
just as the great cities of today. In Amer- 
ica we are unfortunate in having a very 
wet “aristocracy.” This aristocracy seems 
to dominate our metropolitan press. As I 
write a great Chicago paper is yelling, 
“Bigot! Bigot!! Bigot!!!” at all those who 
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ate for the Eighteenth Amendment. And 
the nation slips downward. 


Lesson 9.—Hosea Preaches God’s Love 
(Hosea 6, 11, 14). Israel like other chil- 
dren got into trouble, but in all the back- 
slidings of the nation God continued to 
love his people. Jesus tells the whole his- 
tory in his story of the Prodigal Son, 
which is the best commentary on this les- 
son. Also with the woman, “Neither do 
I condemn thee.” God and man are as 
different as sin and salvation, but many 
folks have not yet learned that. Man 
would reach for a club. God would burn 
him with coals on his head! 


— 


Lesson 10.—Micah Champions the Op- 
pressed (Micah 2 to 4, and 6:1 to 7:6). 
The old Book is full of poetry, and all 
men, whether they know it or not, are 
poetical—-even the gas tar man. When 
we fall in love with Mercy we begin with 
the Sermon on the Mount and wind up in 
Paradise crying, “God be merciful to me 
a sinner.” The great men are those who 
get the world told. The powerful man at 
heart is an oppressor and killer —so God 
sent a Saviour. 


Lesson 11.—Hezekiah Leads His People 
Back to God (2 Chron. 30). We got in 
the Quakers in this lesson—and we can’t 
just tell why. Do you remember? It 
was because the Quakers protested against 
England’s worldly “priests.” Both Heaven 
and earth expect each generation to be an 
improvement on the one before. If you 
do not go farther than dad you should 
change your name to Ichabod (there is 
no glory). If Israel’s leaders had wel- 
comed the Lord Jesus — well, just suppose? 


Lesson 12.—Isaiah Contrasts False and 
True Worship (Isa. 1: 1-31). Our gentle 
prophet, like Jesus and John Baptist and 
Billy Sunday, knew how to use language 
that made folks sit up and take notice. 
Remember that Packard sign “Clean Up and 
Keep Clean.” The same slogan that goes 
for a good automobile goes for a good 
man. The lesson closed with the lovely 
anthem, “Though your sins be as scarlet.” 


Lesson 13.—Isaiah Counsels Rulers (Isa. 
7, 31, 36, and 37). Uncle Sam, the Prodi- 
gal Son, finds himself among the hogs 
and husks. His way back is to return to 
his father with repentance. Was Isaiah 
seeing the present conquest of the air with 
the same prophetic eye he saw the conquest 
of the Devil on Calvary and told in his 
fifty-third chapter? Is the real way to 
defeat an enemy to treat him kindly? Or, 
as Paul says to the Romans, “Burn him”? 
France and Germany at peace forever? 


COATESVILLE, Pa, 


Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MatTerIAL: Make a large six- 
pointed star. This ts emblematic of 
Israel, 








N THE sides ot each point print the 
names of the men named in our les- 
son titles. You will find there are just 
enough to go around. When you make 
your star, draw lines across the star from 
point to point, and from the angles be- 
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tween the points, dividing the star into 
triangles. As you review each lesson, color 
the corresponding triangle a bright color. 
This makes the star more interesting to 
the children. The star may be made on a 
blackboard. 

God chose Israel to be his own people, 
and he had a plan for them. He made 
covenants with Abraham, Isaac, and Ja- 
cob; with Moses, Joshua, and David. From 
the day of Moses till the captivity, God 
constantly set before them his will. He 
sent them prophet after prophet to plead 
with them, and to warn them. 

But they were stiff-necked and _ rebel- 
lious, always determined to go their own 
way. At last God brought upon them the 
judgments he had warned them would 
come. They are still under the rod of 
judgment. They will yet go through that 
terrible time spoken of as “Jacob’s trou- 
ble.” But God has not cast them off for- 
ever, He will yet make them his earthly 
people. They will turn to the Messiah 
they crucified, and God will heal their 
backsliding. 

God had a plan for Israel. Their wil- 
fullness hindered its fulfillment. 

God has a plan for your life. Will you 
let him have his way with you? 

Monpzesto, Cat. 

we 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Leaders for God 
From Ahijah through Isaiah: 
1. Revealing God’s standards; 
2. Calling to God’s standards; 
3. Observing God’s standards. 











EADERS for God we have found them 

all to be: Ahijah, Asa, Elijah, Mica- 
iah, Elisha, Amos, Hosea, Micah, Heze- 
kiah, Isaiah, around whom our lessons for 
the past three months have centered. 

Test your teaching —at least mentally, 
though the fullest test is always in the 
whole life, not in any one phase of it— 
as you ask your girls to test each one of 
these leaders by the three standards sug- 
gested in the lesson plan. For each one 
ask the three questions: 


1. What standards of God did he re- 
veal? 


2. What call did he sound out, and to 
whom? 


3. Did he himself observe the standards 
he held up to others? 


Tell as little as possible of the facts that 
have been brought cut in your lessons. 
Expect your girls to recall these and use 
them, perhaps in a new light, in applying 
these three tests to these ten men as leaders 
for God. We get little from our young 
Bible students because we expect little of 
them — sometimes. Give suggestive hints, 
surrounding facts, pointers of various sorts, 
but expect the answer from your girls. 
Once under way girls really enjoy a keen 
use of their own minds. Try this one. 

The following summary is offered to 
you by way of suggestion as to what you 
may get your girls to think out, or bring 
back, for themselves. It will only be 
































Lesson for September 30. 


promptly forgotten again if you give it to 
them ready-made: 


Ahijah—Revealed God’s promise-keeping 
power ; he called Jeroboam to observe this; 
his own loyalty to God was proved in the 
last work recorded of him, in 1 Kings 14: 
1-18. This last story you may not have 
included in your lesson. 


Asa—Tried to keep to the pure worship 
of Jehovah as David had done; called all 
his people, including some he had lately 
conquered, to destroy all altars to false 
gods, breaking down those in his own land, 
himself, 


Elijah—Revealed God’s rebuke to Ahab 
for his gross idolatry; called on all Israel 
to reject Baal and worship Jehovah alone; 
kept his own life free from idolatry and 
his ear open to hear God’s call to himself 
back to dangerous duty. 


Micaiah — Revealed God’s unwelcome 
message to two kings; called on them to 
hear this word, forbidding the battle they 
would fight; paid for his insistence upon 
the truth with his own imprisonment and 
“bread of affliction.” 


Elisha—Revealed God’s way of conquer- 
ing through kindness ; called all around him 
to see God’s goodness; and was himself 
the doer of gentle deeds of kindness. 


Amos—Revealed God’s abhorrence of 
hypocrisy in worship; called all Israel to 
repentance for their corrupt living; and 


was his own stern master in uprightness 
of life. 


Hosea—Revealed God’s unceasing love 
for even a disloyal people; called them 
(Israel) to return to their first love; and 
in his own homelife held himself true to 
an utterly unfaithful wife. 


Micah—Revealed God’s hatred of the 
cruel injustices prevailing in Judah; called 
all men to note what God did require 
(Micah 6:8); and, as far as we know his 
life, walked in those ways himself. 


Hezekiah—Revealed, while still a very 
young king, the true standards of worship; 
called on all his people to follow him in 
the true worship; and surely so avorshiped 
himself, destroying heathen altars through- 
out Judah, 


Isaiah—Revealed the “scarlet sins” of 
God’s people; called them back to pure, 
sincere worship; and ever led in that him- 
self. 

Home Study 


Read Psalm 107 this week, noting its 
fourfold refrain, with Hebrews 11: 32-40. 
Memorize these glorious verses in Hebrews 
—a lifetime treasure. 


Decatur, Ga. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Edith Goreham Clarke 


HEN tke children have learned their 

Memory Verse (Psa. 33:5b), let 
them find it in their Bibles. Explain that 
“LORD” is written in capital letters be- 
cause it is God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Holy Spirit, about whom the 
Psalmist is speaking. Be careful that the 
little ones do not think of the three Per- 
sons of the Godhead as three Gods. Illus- 
trate by showing them your hand, and ex- 
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plaining that it is one hand, although 
composed of different parts. A still better 
illustration is a clover leaf, which is one 
leaf, yet made up of three separate parts. 

Today we are going to remember all 
the stories we have heard this last quar- 
ter. Who remembers the name of the king 
who lost his kingdom through pride? (1) 
Yes, Rehoboam. How good of God to tell 
us about him in the Bible, so that we may 
know how foolish it is to be proud! Then 
there was Asa, who had a “perfect” heart. 
(2) What is a “perfect” heart like? Yes, 
an obedient one. 

Next we talked of Elijah (3); of how 
God took care of him, even sending ravens 
to feed him when he had no food. Will 
God take care of you and me like that? 
Yes, if we ask the Lord Jesus Christ to 
save us, and so become his child. How 
good it was of God not to be angry when 
poor, tired Elijah was so cross! (4) We 
remember that God spoke to him in “a still, 
smail voice.’ May we hear God’s voice 
speaking to us? Yes, in the Bible, and 
in our hearts, too. 

Then (5) we talked of Micaiah, the man 
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who was brave and told the truth when 
it was very difficult to do so; and of Ahab, 
the wicked king, who found he could not 
hide from God. 

Elisha came next (6): the man who 
helped a poor widow. She was blessed 
because she obeyed, and God has promised 
to bless us, too, if we obey. 

We talked, also, of Amos (7) who told 
us to “seek good’”’; and warned us (8) that 
selfishness brings its own punishment. 
Hosea (9) told of God’s wonderful love; 
of how he loves us even when we forget 
him. Micah told us how to please our lov- 
ing God (10). Who remembers? Yes, 
by giving him all our hearts. _ 

Then we talked of good King Hezekiah 
(11), who sent letters to call the people 
to God’s house; and of a letter in which 
God sent us an invitation which required 
an answer. I wonder what answer you 
gave him. 

Isaiah told us that God would wash away 
all our sins if we were truly sorry (12); 
and of how he answers the prayers of those 
who belong to him (13). 

Only those who can say, “This God is 











The Little Jetts Use the Review Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith «the title Joits Telling Bible Stories ” 

















ISAIAH bev 





¥ 


is ssqiag 34-4 














588 * 


our God” will live with him forever. Can 
you say, “This God is my God”? 


Expression Work 


Show the children a walnut from which 


the inside has been removed, and tell them 
you are going to show them the Gospel 
of God’s goodness in a nutshell. On open- 
ing the walnut, a strip of paper is found 
in each half. On one is written, “God so 
loved the world, that he gave his only be- 
gotten Son,” and on the other, “That who- 
soever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life” (John 3: 16). 


York, Ena. 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 
Review 

AY, fellows, to turn away from God 

is the most costly thing one can do — 
the most costly thing a nation can do; but 
men and nations have persisted in doing 
that very thing since the world began. 
It is costly in every way: in material 
wealth, in physical health, in spiritual 
power —and leads to eternal death. Rap- 
idly in review let us take the thirteen les- 
sons of the quarter just closing and see 
how it happened during about 275 years 
of the history of the kingdoms of Judah 
and Israel. 


1. Costly Gods. King Solomon, under 
the influence of his heathen wives (whom 
he should never have married), turned 
away from the God of David, to Ashto- 
reth, to Chemosh, to Molech, and to Mil- 
com, gods and goddesses of the heathen 
nations around him. They cost the king- 
dom of Israel ten out of twelve tribes — 
besides the everlasting stigma upon Solo- 
mon’s own character, That was costly, 
indeed. 


2. Asa, Wise and Otherwise. Asa 
started out so fine. He cleaned his house 
of idolatry and made a new covenant with 
the Lord. He relied upon God to defeat 
Zerah, the Ethiopian and his hordes, and 
God delivered him; but later, when Baasha 
came against him, Asa sent gold and sil- 
ver to the king of Syria to come and help 
him, apparently. forgetting God. That 
thing cost Asa his peace of mind for the 
balance of his life. It is costly to turn 
away from God. 


3. A Shuttlecock. Obadiah, governor of 
Ahab’s household, though Obadiah was a 
professing servant of the Lord. Ahab was 
a defiant rebel against God. Obadiah had 
no business there; he should have been 
lined up with God’s people. When he met 
Elijah, he feli down in panic. It is costly 
to try to live with one foot in the world 
and the other foot in the church, 


4. God’s Voice. Elijah could have heard 
God’s voice even while in the presence of 
the terrible Queen Jezebel, and it would 
have sustained him; but he heard only 
the voice of the queen’s messenger threat- 
ening him, so he ran a long way into the 
mountains and he suffered much. It is 
costly when God’s servants show the white 
feather. 


5. Micaiah T. N. T. King Ahab sought 
the counsel of Micaiah, the true prophet 
of God, who told him not to go up to 
battle against the king of Syria. But Ahab 
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went anyhow, and lost his life. It is a 
costly thing to go against the counsel of 
God. 


6. God’s Limits. All the pots the woman 
borrowed were filled with oil by the mir- 
acle the Lord worked through Elisha. 
Other pots could have been filled. God is 
only limited by the faith we have to re- 
ceive from him. We miss much by ex- 
pecting so little. It is costly not to expect 
great blessing from our heavenly Father, 
thereby limiting him. 


7. A Burden Bearer. Amos rebuked Is- 
rael for oppressing the poor and taking 
from them their rights. “Wailing shall 
be in all streets; and they shall say in 
all the highways, Alas! alas!” (5: 16.) 
What they may have gained was at too 
great a cost. 


8. Feet. Consider the feet as factors in 
an intemperate program. “An heart [of 
a wicked man] that deviseth wicked imag- 
inations, feet that be swift in running to 
mischief” (Prov. 6:18). 


9. God’s Love. There was never an oral 
or spoken language that could express it; 
so God came, himself, in the person of his 
Son, to live it into the understanding of 
the race, 


10. False Balances. To offer God sacri- 
fices and burnt offerings and then go out 
to cheat one’s fellow man is contemptible 
in God’s sight. 

11. “Prefer to stay drunk.” God, 
through King Hezekiah, called Asher, 
Manasseh, and Zebulun to come back to 
him, and to quit their idolatry, and wor- 
ship the true God; but they scorned the 
messengers. 


12. God is Reasonable. God meets the 


_ sinner more than half way. He comes 


right to the door and knocks — “if any man 
hear my voice, and open the door, I will 
come in to him, and will sup with him, 
and he with me” (Rev. 8:20). 


13. The Horse. “An horse [and all 
material and man-made inventions!] is a 
vain thing for safety: neither shall he de- 
liver any by his great strength’ (Psa. 
33: 17). 

Greensporo, N, C. 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
thou hast chosen leaders for thy service 
in all the days of thy dealings with thy peo- 
ple. For thee they have spoken bravely to 
the disobedient; they have comforted the dis- 
tressed; they have led with more than human 
wisdom given to them by thyself. Our Father, 
help us to learn from them, in order that we 
may serve thee faithfully and courageously. 
May our trust in thee be unbroken, our joy 
in thy service deep and abiding; and may we 
not count our lives dear unto ourselves when 
thou dost call us to sacrifice even unto the 
laying down of life. In the name of our Lord 
Jesus we pray. Amen. 


A Word to the Superintendent.—These 
lessons have had, during the past quarter, 
a definite purpose to show forth the prin- 
ciples of true leadership, and how God-led 
men of Old Testament days put them into 
practice. For the Review, it would be well 
to let three of the teen age pupils prepare 
papers, each on one of the leaders, telling 
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ways in which they illustrate qualities of 
leadership such as we of today should seek 
to have. Obedience to God’s voice, cour- 
age, kindliness, wisdom from God in spe- 
cial decisions, — all these are in these les- 
sons, and are needed in our lives. Some 
schools will prefer a series of questions for 
written answers, such as are here given. 


Questions for Written Review 
(To be dictated from the desk) 


1. What is the harm in being proud? 


2. In what way did King Asa show that 
he relied on God? 


3. How was God’s care shown in Eli- 
jah’s life? 


4. In what way did Micaiah show cour- 
age in speaking the truth? 


5. How did Elisha help a woman in 
great need? 


6. What are some of the results of self- 
indulgence? 


7. Write out the verse John 3: 16. 


8. From Hezekiah’s life, what qualities 
do you think a good leader must have? 


9. How did Isaiah contrast false and true 
worship? ‘ 


10. What have you learned from the life 
of any one of the Old Testament leaders? 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for September 30) 


1. The period of the Divided Kingdom, 
when Judah and Israel were separate, from 
Jeroboam of Israel and Relioboam of Judah 
to the end of Israel, and through Hezekiah 
of Judah. 


2. Proverbs 14: 34: “Righteousness exalt- 
eth a nation; but sin is a reproach to any 
people.” 


3. “Come now, and let us reason together, 
saith the Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, 
they shall be as white as snow; though they 
be red like crimson, they shall be as wool” 
(Isa. 1: 18). 


_ 4. The nine prophets: Ahijah, Azariah, Eli- 
jah, Micaiah, Elisha, Amos, Hosea, Micah, 
Isaiah. The false prophet: Zedekiah. The 
seven others: Jeroboam, Asa, Ahab, Jezebel, 
Jehoshaphat, Hezekiah, Sennacherib. 

5. Amos 6:1; Hosea 14:4; Micah 6:8; 
Isaiah 1: 18. 


6. The alliance with the house of Ahab, 
brought about by Jehoshaphat. 


7. The great period of miracle working 
under Elijah and Elisha was a new thing. 
Under Ahab and Jezebel there was an attempt 
to put away the worship of the true God and 
substitute the worship of Baal. The miracles 
were an attestation of the true God, as were 
the miracles under Moses and Joshua. 


8. The worst: Ahaz. The best: Hezekiah. 
All nineteen. The worst: Ahab. The least 
evil: Hoshea (2 Kings 17: 2). 


9. He sent them prophets to reveal his 
will. He punished their sins to draw them 
back. He sent blessing for obedience and 
had mercy when their sins brought disaster. 
He made prophecies of future blessing. He 
dealt with other nations according to their 
relation to Israel. He brought great, miracu- 
lous deliverances. 


10. There were nineteen kings, all in the 
line of David, in Judah, and nine different 
dynasties in Israel. There were several good 
kings and kings partly good, in Judah, with 
but few that were altogether bad. All Is- 
rael’s kings were evil. Judah kept up the 
worship of the true God; Israel worshiped 
the calves of Jeroboam. Judah had five great 
revivals in turning back to God. Israel had 
none. Judah continued about 136 years longer 
than Israel before the captivity. 
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Lesson for September 30 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











October 7. “This Is My Task.” John 17: 109. 
(A commitment meeting.) 


Sunday, September 30 


Worth-While Aims for the Year Ahead 
(Phil. 3: 13, 14) (Rally Day. 
Consecration meeting) 





Mon.—Evangelistic aims (2 Cor. 10 : 13-18). 

Tues.—Benevolent aims (2 Cor, 9: 6-15). 

Wed.—Church-attendance aims (Heb. 10: 
23-25). 

Thurs.—Aims for service (Mark 2: 1-12). 

Fri.—Aims for study (Prov. 8 : 1-11). 

Sat.—Aims for membership increase (Acts 
2 2 41-47). : 











What is one good aim for yourself this 
year? 


What is one fine aim for the society this 
year? 


Why should every committee have a pro- 
gram of aims? 
- YOU have ever traveled upon an 

ocean liner, no doubt one great fact 
impressed itself upon you. It was the 
absolute authority of the captain of the 
ship in all matters. Every person aboard 
his ship, — passengers and crew -alike, — 
must do what the captain commands, 
whether he or she likes it or not. To 
be. sure, most of the time the captain 
seeks to please his passengers in every 
possible way. But, let an emergency arise, 
and instantly passengers, from the cabins 
to the steerage, find that the captain’s word 
is law. The reason is that he is respon- 
sible for getting his ship to port. Nothing 
must interfere with the safe arrival of 
passengers, crew, and cargo. 


In the Christian life, many puzzling and 
perplexing questions arise. Opportunities 
offer for doing many things. Oftentimes, 
decisions are difficult for the Christian, 
because of the cloudiness or lacks of aim. 
Paul had no such difficulty. In his letter 
to the Philippians, from which our Scrip- 
ture verses are taken, he clearly states that 
aim. It is to “know him, and the power 
of his resurrection, and the fellowship of 
his sufferings” (Phil. 3:10) and to attain 
to that for which Christ had called him 
(Phi.. 32 12). 

To put it more simply, Paul wanted 
above everything else to know Christ and 
to do his will. Is not that a worth while 
aim for each of us, as we face the coming 
fall and winter seasons? 


we 

There is another note in Paul’s state- 
ment of his aim that we will do well 
to heed in thinking of our individual work 
and of the work of our society. Paul 
never entertained the thought of having 
arrived. Perhaps no man in the Chris- 
tian Church did more for Christ than 
did Paul. Yet he held himself firmly to 
the conviction that there was always more 
ahead to be done. 

All too often we think that, having 
become a Christian and found a place 
of service in a young people’s group, we 
are done with progressing. We permit 
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ourselves to become contented with such 
knowledge of the Bible as we have. Week 
after week goes by, without any new ex- 
perience of the Lord Jesus Christ. Then 
we wonder why our Christian service be- 
comes stagnant and commonplace. 

Let us ask God to revive us by his Holy 
Spirit and to give us the grace and con- 
secrated determination to press toward +he 
goal that the Lord Jesus has set for us, 
never satisfied with our present accom- 
plishment for him or our present knowl- 
edge of him. 


A certain Christian man has made it 
a rule for many years never to go to 
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UNION LESSON HELPS 


on the International Uniform Lessons 
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the heart of the Gospel 








Union periodicals aim to present only construc- 
tive truth. They refrain from controversial dis- 
cussion of doctrines which are not fundamental 
and on which evangelical Christians hold 
varying views. They are thoroughly practical 
as well as Biblically sound. 


Write for free specimen copies 
American Sunday-School Union 
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THE SCROLL 


OF THE LAW 


The most sacred thing in Judaism. Christ read His introductory message from the Scroll in the Synagogue 
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sleep at night, without having spoken to 
some one about the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Another reads through the Scriptures at 
least once a year. 

What is to be your goal, or the goal 
of your society? Only the Lord Jesus 
can show you, but he has the goal plan- 
ned, and he has promised to show you 
if you will only come to him humbly and 
sincerely with a determination to do his 
will the moment you know it. Will you 
ask him to show you his expectation of 
you for the coming year? 


PHILADELPHIA, 





[ Children at Home 





A Blind Boy's Song 


Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 


U-KO (“Rich Brother”) had nothing 

much in this world except his “lucky” 
Chinese name. When he was just four 
his eyes became very sore and inflamed, 
because of the biting charcoal smoke in 
their mud-floored home without a chim- 
ney. 

Poor little Fu-ko kept on scratching 
and rubbing them with his grubby fists, 
and soon he was almost blind. Then his 
mother hurried off to the temple of the 
Goddess of Mercy to beg her to save his 
sight. How she wailed and cried in her 
anxiety to be heard by the great stone 
image! At last a priest came along to 
whom she poured out her trouble. He told 
her to consult the “Future Knowledge 
Shrine,” where a big bamboo vase was 
given her filled with numbered sticks. 

Fu-ko’s mother bowed very low and be- 
gan very slowly to try to shake out one 
of these sticks. After some minutes she 
did so and handed it anxiously to the 
priest. He found the fortune paper num- 
bered sixty, like the stick, and read out 
the words, “The Sun Spirit is offended and 
withdraws forever.” 

With a moan of distress the poor mother 
realized that her boy would now be blind. 
She returned home very sad because they 
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were hardly able to feed themselves, much 
less a useless son. 

The years passed, and when Fu-ko was 
about twelve they had an unexpected vis- 
itor one night. A missionary doctor trav- 
eling to the capital city of the province 
was caught in a thunder storm and took 
refuge in Fu-ko’s home, 

It was a very poor shelter that they 
could offer him, but the usual Chinese 
kindness in treating a “road-guest” was 
given abundantly by these humble people. 

Dr. Smith became interested at once in 
the poor little blind boy, whose thin eager 
face touched his heart. Fu-ko looked in- 
telligent and evidently tried to do all he 
could to help his parents in spite of his 
complete blindness. The doctor carefully 
examined his eyes, and had to disappoint 
the father who did not believe, like his 
wife, in the words the priest had read 
from the slip of paper. He had always 
thought the boy would regain his sight 
some day. 

“Not so, my Elder Brother,” said the 
doctor kindly. “Only Jesus Christ could 
make your son see again, and he is not 
with us on earth today. However, there 
is a very wonderful school for blind boys 
in the city where I am going. Bring him 
with me tomorrow and there he will be 
taught to read, and he will be able to ear 
his own rice by-and-by.” 

It seemed too good to be true, but in 
the end Fu-ko went, and soon showed 
himself a very clever pupil in every way. 
Like most of his thirty blind companions, 
he came to know and love the Saviour with 
all his heart. 

But after a year or so trouble like a 
sudden thunder cloud came rolling up for 
all Christians in that city and district. 
A large number of men banded themselves 
together to drive out and try to destroy 
“the Foreign Religion,” as they called it. 
The head of the blind boys’ schools was 
warned, and he had to let the pupils go 
away. Some, like Fu-ko and his chum 
Ah-su, had homes which they hoped to 
reach in time. Others returned for the 
present to beg about the city and to hope 
that they could get back again when things 
were quieter. 

Fu-ko was now very good at making 
baskets, so he knew-he would not be a 
burden to his poor parents. To the boys’ 
joy their iong and difficult journey was an 
experience of God’s watchful, providing 
care. They met with great kindness. Al- 
though it was often dangerous for people 
just then to linger on the lonely roads, 
yet the blind boys were guided and some- 
times given a lift on the way by those 
hurrying along to reach home or shelter 
before sunset. One old man indeed acted 
like the Good Samaritan, for he fed the boys 
with his own poor supper, and they never 
guessed that he sat up all night, shiver- 
ing over a handful of charcoal ashes, that 
they might sleep in warmth under his one 
ragged blanket. In the morning he took 
their empty bag and filled it with corn and 
millet cakes. Fu-ko told him the story 
of the Good Man in Luke’s Gospel, but 
the old man became so afraid of his neigh- 
bors overhearing the name of Jesus that 
he clapped his hand over the boy’s mouth. 

At last home was reached, and Fu-ko 
was welcomed by his parents, who now 
felt quite proud of him. The boy was 
determined to try to be a true follower 
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of the One who had made aim so different, 
and he daily spoke to his father about 
the Lord Jesus, the one and only Saviour. 
His mother would not listen at first, for 
she was too afraid of what might happen; 
but when things got better she began to 
show interest in hearing the words of Fu-' 
ko’s Testament. 

The blind. boy has proved to be a real 
blessing, not only in his own home but 
to many others in the village. Day by 
day he sits outside in the sunshine, busy 
making his baskets and straw fans for 
sale, and his clear, sweet voice is heard 
by every passing “road-guest” : 

Once I was blind, but now I can see, 

The Light of the world is Jesus. 

That song of Fu-ko’s has been used in 
a most wonderful way to bring sight to 
those who, having eyes, see not their 
Saviour. To many weary toilers along 
their dusty way, carrying heavy burdens, 
the blind boy’s voice has brought the Light 
of life. 


WorTHING, SUSSEX, ENG. 





Girls’ Problems of Today 


Discussed by Mother Ruth 





Questions for answer, and other communi- 
cations, may be addressed to Mother Ruth, 
The Sunday School Times, 323-327 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in 
these columns, Mother Ruth will be glad 
to reply individually if possible, if return 
postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I would like to know 
your views on games of chance or lotteries. 
Are games of chance wrong? If so, why? 
So many people (even church organizations) 
are selling chances on,— from sofa pillows to 
automobiles. Is it wrong to do this? Is it 
wrong to buy chances? Is it wrong to accept 
such a prize if you hold a lucky number? I 
have thought so much about this and would 
like to be set right. 

Merchants often, to stimulate sales, give 
tickets for prizes with purchases. Is that 
wrong? : 

Y DEAR GIRL: “The accepting of 

something for nothing” had for years 
been almost ostracized from church and 
social organizations, but of late years it is 
being revived. Under the old plan, lot- 
teries thrived and were almost a business, 
specially in the South, but so much cor- 
ruption and cheating were exposed that 
laws were established to put lotteries out 
of business. All church denominations 
were opposed to this kind of business, and 
would not allow the sale of numbered 
tickets, which gave one the chance of get- 
ting a large gift for little money. 

Then came a time when some churches 
took the attitude that such schemes were 
a harmless way of raising money. Indeed, 
in “Border Lines in the Field of Doubtful 
Practices,” by H. Clay Trumbull, he tells 
of a condition where “many a church build- 
ing in New England was erected by money 
raised for the purpose by virtue of a spe- 
cial act of the Legislature. A fine public 
library building in a Western state was 
pointed out to me as built by funds raised 
through a lottery organized for that spe- 
cific purpose. The added fact was men- 
tioned that five suicides were an incidental 
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benevolent lottery.” Thus you see what a 
hold it had on the people of those times. 
The church rule later was to oppose any 
games of chance, as they were considered 
an influence leading to crime. Again I 
quote from Dr. Trumbull’s book: “Gam- 
bling in its various forms, such as betting, 
and raffling, and the lottery, has been under 
discussion for many years, and the con- 
sensus of the world’s best opinion is prac- 
tically against it. It is ostracized in all 
choicer social, civil, and military circles.” 

As to your “taking the gift if you hold 
the lucky number” —if you -did not buy 
the ticket you would not have the lucky 
number. It is taking something for which 
you have not paid, and somebody else must 
be the loser. A game of chance should be 
numbered with the things the world con- 
trols, and certainly is not for the child of 
God who is acting under the Golden Rule. 
“By this shall all men know that ye are 
my disciples, if ye have love one to an- 
other” (John 13:35), and surely gambling 
is not the working of love for your neigh- 
bor. 

‘Merchants give a percentage of their 
profits when they give these tickets in buy- 
ing merchandise, and to the great mass of 
sellers of goods it is not considered high 
class business. As women, we should take 
our stand against anything that looks like 
wanting something for which we do not 
pay a fair price. In little things we can 
soon be known as a true disciple of the 
Lord Jesus, or we can descend to the prac- 
tices of the world and hurt the cause of 
righteousness. Let us do without, rather 
than “take a chance,” which might set an 
example to some young person that would 
lead to gambling and to more serious re- 


sults. “Whatsoever ye do, do all to the 
glory of God.” 
we 
A Correction 


N A recent issue of the Times a tract 
was mentioned in this column entitled 
“The Dance.” ‘The price was not given. 
It may be had at 10 cents for one copy, or 
25 cents for 25 copies, or 75 cents for 100 
copies, from the Protestant Book House of 
North America, Station B, Boxt 175, To- 
ledo, Ohio. Stamps are not accepted in 
payment, and coins or money orders should 
be used. 
we 


What Atheists Think of 
Modernism 


(The following is an extract from 

the Seventh Report, of 1932-33, from 

the American Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Atheism.) 


6¢°-T’HE Modernists seem to attack athe- 

ism only to screen their own unbelief. 
No better proof of this contention that the 
Church is losing can be given than that 
the Modernists are now in control of all 
the larger Protestant denominations and, 
working from the inside, discredit the basic 
teachings of Christianity in the name of 
Christianity. In this grand farce, fortu- 
nately for us, the dumb Fundamentalists 
through contributions pay for the destruc- 
tion of their own belief in the Bible as a 
superhuman, infallible book. The Modern- 
ists are superior in strategy. ... At the 
denominational conventions this spring the 
Fundamentalists were defeated. They are 
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hopelessly: beaten. They cannot vote the 
Modernists out, and dare not themselves 
withdraw. These two groups are held to- 
gether by real estate. 

“Higher Critics within the Church, carry- 
ing on the work of Voltaire, Paine, and 
Ingersoll, in milder language it is admitted, 
have made many Christians so ashamed of 
their creed that we now hear of that acme 
of absurdity, a “creedless faith” —of per- 
sons who believe, without believing any- 
thing. Thus Christianity slowly dissolves. 

“But the good work of these Modernists 
not only does not lessen the need of athe- 
ist propaganda but instead serves to empha- 
size its importance. Though its activities 
are on a smaller scale, the advance guard 
is always the most important unit in the 
army. We must continue to lead the way.” 


In London Depths 
’ (Concluded from second page) 


for work or to give a girl boots to walk 
dry-shod.” “We have often been in great 
need of funds,” says Mr. Spencer, and then 
he adds, as a tribute to the faithfulness of 
the unforgetting God, “at such times a gift 
has never failed to arrive.” 

At one time £250 was urgently needed. 
A letter reached him, “Please meet train 
due to arrive from at King’s Cross 
at ten-thirty.” He was very busy, but 
something pressed him to go. At the sta- 
tion one by one the people hailed taxis 
and drove away. “My attention was at 
last attracted by an elderly man, appar- 
ently a countryman, who did not leave the 
station. He was poorly dressed and with- 
out a tie. Possibly he was my correspond- 
ent. Had I been brought to King’s Cross 
to help a brother in need? 

“I approached him and asked if he was 
looking for Mr. Spencer.” ‘Yes,’ he replied 
abruptly, ‘Follow me.” He was already 
striding toward the waiting-room and I 
followed. 

“In the waiting room he put his hand 
in his pocket and produced a wallet from 
which without a word he counted out notes 
for £250. Still silent he handed them to me 
and stood whilst I checked them, ‘For 
your work,’ he said, ‘please sign this re- 
ceipt.’ I began to express my gratitude, 
but he cut me short with a brief farewell 
and was gone, leaving me standing alone 
in the waiting room, with a strange sense 
of bewilderment mingled with joy that a 
load had been lifted and a grave emergency 
providentially met.” 





Glimpses of the Alaska Tour 
(Concluded from page 582) 


Many beautiful incidents graced our 
journey. One which I am glad to mention 
was a testimonial gift to Mrs. Howard on 
the part of a considerable number of the 
party who had come to know her well, — 
a fine piece of Alaska ivory carving. Such 
was the spirit of the Christian Fellowship 
Tour continually shown among the mem- 
bers, young and old. 

It was a dry and troubled land over 
which we traveled from west to east. In 
the Yellowstone, the Canyon left us dazed 
and amazed by its immensity, and Old 
Faithful poured aloft its message of un- 
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changing response to: the unseen force 
beneath its upheaval. We had seen the 
tokens of the stupendous engineering of 
God’s own power, and we were on our 
way home, some of us to special cares and 
problems. “What is man, that thou art 
mindful of him?” was often in our thought 
and conversation on the journey among 
earth’s immensities. But one of us ex- 
pressed the confidence of us all in counting 
upon the everlasting arms, and quoted this 
simple but profound message: 

“Who forms the giant berg, 

And guides the grinding floe 

He hears the cry of the little kit fox 

And the lemming in the snow.” 

PHILADELPHIA. 





For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


September 24 to 30 

Mon.—1 Kings 11 : 29-39. Ahijah’s Prophecy. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Through Ahijah, 
the Spirit of God sought to turn Jeroboam 
from his wicked purpose, and gave him 
the promise that if he would hearken to 
God he would build him a sure house. 
Jeroboam saw only personal advantage in 
the message. He utterly ignored God’s 
will for his life, and failed. The divine 
epitaph reads: “Jeroboam . .. who made 
Israel to sin.” Pray this week “round the 
world.” Pray for India, 


Tues.—1 Kings 19 : 9-18. 
Elijah Hears God’s Voice. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: The Lord has not 
been in many things that have seemed great 
to us. Wind, earthquake, and fire, — the 
spectacular — strike our fancy, but it is in 
the still small voice of Scripture that God 
speaks to us. “Is not my word like .. . 
a hammer?” “Be still, and know that I 
am God.” Pray round the world. Today 
pray for China and Japan. 


Wed.—2 Chronicles 15 : 8-15. Asa Relies on God. 
Prayer SuGGESTIONS: God’s word gave 
Asa courage. He received it and obeyed 
it and prospered. Israel in great numbers 
gathered to him because they heard that 
God was with him. If the Church were 
today to rely on Christ, God would give 
the grace of salvation in revival measure. 
Pray for the Americas. 
Thurs.—1 Kings 22 : 13-23. 
Micaiah Speaks the Truth. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Truthful Micaiah 
reflected the glory of God. Veracity, al- 
ways indispensable, pleases God. Micaiah 
gave a truthful account of the actual state 
of things. He loved truth, embraced truth, 
spoke the truth, and suffered for the truth. 
Truth is generally unknown today, and 
everywhere falsehood ravages the sons of 
men. Exponents of truth have the smile 
of God to counterbalance the frown of men. 
Pray for the Islands of the seven seas. 


Fri—Amos 5: 10-15. Amos Pleads for Justice. 

PrayER SuGGESTIONS: God is a Being 
of perfect justice. He always does what 
is right. His character and works indicate 
he is just in his dealings with men. He 
never afflicts beyond deserts either in this 
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eae is no mere pleasure trip—although 
it will be crowded with enjoyment, 
inspiration, and associations that will make 
this the greatest year of your life. Com- 
mercial tours and most Mediterranean 
Cruises allow only a few days in the Holy 
Land, as of necessity these trips are hur- 
ried. There is no time for meditation, 
and many really important places from a 
Bible lover’s viewpoint are passed over. 


Our tour will be in Palestine and Egypt 
for fourteen days filled with wonder, in- 
spiration and enchantment. Bible stu- 

ents will show you the scenes you have 
longed all your life to see. You will be 
surrounded by other real Christians—your 
kind of folks. 


Directed and Planned by 
Holy Land Authorities 


No trip of this kind is better than the 
thought, knowledge and planning given 
to it. For that reason this trip and those 
that will follow it are .as fine as have 
ever been offered. Rev. Charles M. Shaw 
for eleven years a resident of Palestine— 
six of them as Pastor to the American 
Church there—has devoted a great deal 
of time to planning these trips. His 
knowledge of the land, the people, con- 
ditions, etc., assure you the utmost of 
comfort, and the greatest value in the 
Holy Land. John W. Lea, 


This Year Can Be the Greatest of Your Life! 


SPEND CHRISTMAS WITH US 
IN BETHLEHEM 


Then follow thru the Actual Scenes of our 
Saviour’s Entire Ministry 
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People and Customs are the same today 
as in Jesus’ Time. 
cember 1. These folks will spend sev- 
eral days in Southern Italy, where they 
will meet those of the party crossing the 
North Atlantic route. This group will also 
leave from Genoa, Italy, to return through 
the Mediterranean and South Atlantic. 


INCLUDING EUROPE 
S694. exéenses 


For those who wish to make a North 
Atlantic crossing the departure will be 





has also lent his thorough 
knowledge to the building of 
the trips. No matter how timid 
you are about going on such a 
long trip you need have no 
worry in plans made by these | every 





Individual trips are possible 

at any time. Just tell us 
and where you want 

ta go and how much time 

you have and we will work 

out for you a trip 

but en route. 


December 2. Arriving at 


author and lecturer on Bible Easter . Cherbourg, France, they will 
subjects and world traveler, | 1 ..+es March Big es — to Paris, then on to 
who has led several parties | Wocation Trip usanne, Switzerland, and on 
through that part of the world, | Loaves about July let, 1935 | t0 Venice and Trieste, Italy, 


from where they sail for 
rong rhe meet os — sec- 
tion of the party. is group 
will return through Naples, 
Rome, Florence, the French 
Riviera, and Paris again be- 








two authorities. 


50 Days, $660 exAdices 


This covers all steamship (tourist class), 
railroad, auto, hotel, meals, and sight- 
seeing costs—everything except passports, 
visas, tips, and strictly personal expenses. 
Splendid accommodations, with no 
worries, 


For those who wish to make a South 
Atlantic crossing going directly to the 
Mediterranean, 


The Sunday School Times 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Please send me ooenuiete information tegard- 
ing your Bible Lands Pilgrimages as checked : 


© Christmas Tour Leaving Dec. rst, 1934. 
O Easter Tour Leaving March 27th, 1935. 
O Vacation Tour Leaving about July rst, 1935 
O Lam interested in an Individual Tour leaving 


| a a er covering 
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e departure will be De- Pla 


«a tlh a ath he tales arta aler ealederine | , 


fore sailing for New York. 
Send for Complete 


Information NOW! 


Space here does not permit telling all 
the wonders” of this trip, cteaally’ the 
Holy Land portion. Send now for a com- 
plete itinerary. If you want to take this 
trip and haven’t all the funds necessary 
write us frankly and we may be able to 
help you. Ministers who want to go 
should write to us regarding our Pastors’ 
n. 


DO NOT DELAY— 
Send the Coupon NOW! 
~é <= 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
TIMES COMPANY 


325 North Thirteenth Street 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
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life or that which is to come. His justice 
is proved by revelation and Providence. 
Opposition to this attribute is the cause of 
infidelity. A stern sense of justice, such 
as was exhibited by Amos, is needed today. 
Pray for Africa. 


Sat.—Isaiah 1 : 10-20. 
Isaiah Teaches True Worship. 
Prayer Succestions: Public worship 
had decayed. A very small remnant saved 
Jerusalem from being as Sodom and Go- 
morrah (v. 9). Multitudes of sacrifices, 
frequent visits to the Temple, observance 
of the Sabbath, fasts, and prayers wearied 
God (v. 14). Religious externals and 
grievous national sins were intermixed. 
Scarlet and crimson sins filled the once 
faithful city. Love of religious rites and 
hatred of God often inhabit the same heart. 
The clean, the sincere, the obedient alone 
really worship God. “God is a Spirit: and 
they that worship him must worship him 
in spirit and in truth.” Pray for Palestine 
and Arabia. 


Sun.—Hebrews 11 : 32-40. Prevailing Faith. 

Prayer SuccEstions: Heroes. of faith 
were the fruitage of prayer and had pfe- 
vailing faith through prayer (see 1 Sam. 
12:8). In the world to come we shall 
meet with nothing that is in itself good 
that is not the fruitage of prayer. Praying 
faith comes from receiving the Word of 
God into the heart. The faith that pre- 
vails is all summed up in a life lived by 
the faith of the Son of God (Gal. 2: 20). 
Pray for Europe, 
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